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ESSAY 
ON PRAYER 



One of tho greatest privileffet which 
the God of grace has bestowed upon his 
people is that of prayer. And one of the 
strangest facts in all their strange histo* 
ry is their backwardness to avail them- 
selves of this precious privilege. So 
truly pleasant is the faithful performance 
of this duty ; sb honorable is it for dust 
and ashes like ourselves to bo admitted 
into the presence of the Holy One, to 
-hold unrestrained communion with him ; 
and so importafU withal, to be able in 
this way to have power with God and 
prevail ; that it might be supposed — if 
the door of the celestial palace was but 
opened — if the privilege of coming to a 
mercy-seat was granted — i£ permiteion 
to pray was only given j — that the mercy 
•eat would be crowded with suppliants, 
and the voice of prayer would never 
eeose. But the trutii is, that when we 
are not only permitted, but commanded 
to pray ; and not only cemmanded, b«t 
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\irge6 — hj motiTes, proTnises, and all 
possible encoufagements, to persevere 
ahd be faithful in this duty; — notwith- 
standing all this, prayer is grcatiy^ fear- 
fully neglected. The mercy seat, in- 
stead of being thronged, is comparatively 
deserted : and the voice of humble, pre- 
valent prayer, instead of billing in unceas- 
ing and delightful accents on the ear of 
Heaven, there is reason to fear, is but 
seldom heard. 

There is, indeed, no special dearth of 
the formalities of devotion. - There are 
among Christians — I hope among all 
Christians'- the set times of prayer, in 
the closet, the family, the social circle, 
and in the great congregation. But w« 
cannot be ignorant, that the fornialitiet 
of devotion are not devotion ; nor do set 
seasons of prayer always bring with them 
the true spirit of supplication. We know 
not but Paul, previous to conversion, 
prayed as lung and as often as any uf the 
Pharisees ; and yet language is used re* 
specting him, subsequent to thai event, 
which implies that he never had prayed 
before. ' Inquire in the house of Judas 
for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold 
—As prayeth /* A strange thing, truly ; 
3«4 of TiwuH^prayetk ! 



vU 



matispr^vyBT? What is implUd im 
prayer? In what temper and manner 
must prayer be offered^ in order that it 
may he acceptable and prevail F — These, 
it will be seeO) are radical qiiestioiiS) 
meeting ua on the very threshhold of tb« 
subject, and requiring to be well consici- 
ered before we farther proceed. 

1. Those who come to God in accept- 
able prayer must believe that Ae is — and 
that he is such as he is described to bo in 
the Bible. They must believe that he is 
a God nigh at hand — that, with all his 
adorable perfections and attributes, he is 
literally present— 'in the place of suppli- 
cation — beholding, hearing and knowin|f 
all that passes there. Much prayer, it 
may be feared, fails of its object, fromu 
want of strong and lively apprehensions 
of a present God. The Divine Bein^ it 
too often regarded as a distant spirit, 
seated far away on his heavenly throne^ 
almost beyoitd the ken of faitn or the 
reach of prayer ; and under these im- 
pressions, prayer necessarily becomes a 
doubtful service, and quickly degener- 
ates into formality. I would not, indeed, 
have the suppliant impute a corporeal 
shape and organs to the Hearer of pray- 
er, that he might conceive of him with 



▼Hi 

Ike l»or« impreirioxi,— 4liiMi|fb eTMi tli» 
Wef©, perhaps, a less evil, than to phi- 
losophize and spiritualize Him so fkr 
away, as to leave no viTid conceptions of 
{lis presence. But I would have all pray- 
ing persons feel, when they bow before 
the mercy seat, that that great anti glo- 
rious personage whom we call Gpd, is 
teidly present-— hefoTB their face— as real- 
ly as tde objects of sense around them — 
and nearer than any of these objects can 
be. An impression of this sort, deeply 
felt when prayer is begun, and retained 
and cherished while the service is con- 
tinued, would go far towards excluding 
the wandering thought, and the dull de- 
t&re, and would essentially promote that 
nearness and familiarity of communion, 
tdgether with that reverence and godly 
ftar, without which prayer cannot be ac- 
ceptable and prevail. 

2. Acceptable prayer implies a JmU 
tunfidenet in all those promises which 
God has given for our encouragement in 
this duty, and a strong expectation that, 
sb fat as we can on the whole desire it, 
our prayers will be answered. Fiom a 
want ox this accompanying faith, much 
prayer, doubtless, is rendered ineffectual. 
Christians pray, because they think it it 



their duty to pray, or perhaps because 
they lore to pray ; bat with scarcely an 
ezpeetation that their prayers are to bare 
influeneei or are to be followed by any 
corresponding results. Now it scarcely 
need be said that, in such a spirit, effect- 
ual, ferTcnt prayer never was offered, 
and never can be. It is not in the nature 
of the human mind to engage earnestly 
and persevenngly in any service, with- 
out the expectation or accomplishing 
•omethin|^. And besides, such faithless 
supplications can hardly be said to be 
offered to the God of the Bible, who has 
erery where revealed himself as One who 
heareth prayer. Nor do they correspond 
to those examples of prayer which are 
recorded in the scriptures for our instruc- 
tion. * As for me,' says the Psalmist, ' I 
will call upon God, and the Lard shall 
save me. Evening, and morning, and at 
noon, will I pray, and cry aloud, and he 
shall hear my voice.* It was ' the prayer 
of faith which saved the sick,' and ac- 
complished such wonders in ancient 
times ; and a strong faith in the promi- 
ses of Grod and in the various encourage- 
ments given in his word, is still equally 
essential in order to the success of pray- 
er. 



3. Acceptable prayer must I e offered 
with proper motives. This may seem too 
obvious to require meotion ; and yet, is 
it not likely ihat good men sometimes 
impose upon themselves, and defeat the 
object of their prayers, by the minglings 
of selfisbneiiis ? * Do they never seek to 
acquit themselves well, in the public per- 
formance of this duty, with a view to the 
applause of men ? Do they never implore 
a blessing on their efforts, that they may 
have the credit of success ? or pray for 
Christian institutions, that, with these, 
their own plans may bo promoted ^ or 
desire the progress of the gospel, that 
their sect or party may be advanced ? 
May not the public teacher long for suc- 
cess to attend his instructions, that his 
ministry may receive honor ? Aiid may 
not his people join in the desire, that 
they may enjoy the comforts of respecta- 
bility, and the advantage of numbers ? 
It is humbling to think to what a degree 
we are actuated by such principles in our 
prayers, instead of the purer desire of 
seeing sinners saved from destruction, 
tho crown of the Redeemer flourishing, 
and the will of God done on earth as it is 
in heaven. But so far as the motives of 
our prayers are sinful, it is impossible 



Uiat we can obtain our raquesta ; for ' if 
we regard iniquity in our heartSi th6 
Lord \ptU not hear us.' He may see it 
to be for our real advantage that our 
wishes should not be gratiSedi till we 
have learned to set our hearts on wor- 
thier objects, and to have our eye more 
single in his cause.' 

4. Acceptable pnycr must be offered 
in the name of Christ. The suppliant 
must feel, that he is an unworthy, sinful 
creature, having no merit of his own, 
and not deserving to be regarded or an- 
swered, and he must come and ask for 
favors, entirely on the ground of mercy^ 
as flowing through a Redeemer. Believ- 
ing that there ia no other way in which 
mercy can flow, and in which sinners can 
have access to God, he will approach the 
throne and urge bis request in the name 
of Christ. 

It is easier to speak of tlie merits of 
Christ in our devotions, than it is to brin^ 
the deceitful heart implicitly and uni- 
formly to rest upon them. * Do we not 
often plead his name in onrform of words , 
while no corresponding reliance on that 
precious name accompanies what we ut- 
ter ? Do we never carry our own lurk- 
ing aeW-righteouaneas even into God's 



presence) and derire confidence in prayer 
n'om something pertaining to ourselven ? 
Do we never admit the hope that God 
will hear us, on account of our haying 
prayed welly with liveliness of affection, 
and enlargement of desire ? Is there no 
such thing as coming to God with a bold- 
ness, growing out or the frequency of our 
approaches, the intimacy of communion 
we have maintained, or our attention to 
duties and consistency in obedience,— 
rather than from an exclusive and self- 
renouncing dependence on Christ's fin- 
ished work, as all our salvation and all 
our desire ? Let us only remember, that 
It is the purpose of God, in the whole 
plan of salvation, to exalt his mercy and 
Iiumble the sinner, and we shall cease to 
wonder that petitions, in which we have 
done homage to ourselves and not to 
Christ, have been unanswered.* 

5. That prayer may be acceptable, it 
is necessary that it should express our 
real feeling 8 y and that our thoughts and 
affections should be iiUereated and en- 
gagtd in it. — Some of the principal 
evils incident to prayer are wandering 
thoughts, fbrmality, and hypocrisy. We 
pray, because the forms of religion re- 
quire it, or because otbert pray. W« 
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▼isit the oloset, and bend beibre the toi- 
ily altar, and rite in the aocial circle or in 
the house of God, becauee it is decent 
and customary so to do, and our Christ- 
ian characters would be suspected, and 
our hopes of hearen forfeited, should we 
suffer ourselves to ne^rlect these duties. 
Still, our feelings are not interested, our 
thoughts wander, we eatitffy ourseWei 

•^ with mere words and appearances, and 
the service degenerates into a heartleaa 
form. 

It may help to guard against those 
great and common evils, to avoid ^ener- 
aJUiUa and common place cxprcsawna in 
our prayers, and render them, so far as 
possible, partMctUar and appropriate. 
There are some general subjects of 
prayer — of thanksgiving) coniession and 

t^ supplication — whi<m may be introduced 
on all occasions ; and there aie certain 
phrases and modes of speech, ia which 
these generalities are expressed, with 
which every child, who has been reli- 
giously educated, is familiar. Now I do 
not say that expressions such as these 
should be utterly excluded ; because oc- 
casions may occur in which they will be 
appropriate, uA will exacUy express tlie 
fMttsgs of 4be vonhipper. Butsegreai 
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U the dang«r, both to him who leads in 
prayer, and to those who unite in it, of 
using them formally, I had almost said 
mechanically, that they should be adjgit- 
ted as seldom as possible. 

One of the causes of the so frequent 
use of general, formal expressions in 
prayer, is mental indolence. Persons may 
move round in the beaten track of their 
devotions, praying for the same things in 
almost the same words, day after day, 
with little effort; while to pursue a dif- 
ferent coura&) to adapt their prayers to 
circumstances, and introduce new topics 
as they occur in new forms of speech, 
would require attention and thought. 

A more excusable cause of the evil in 
question, and one which has considerable 
influence, arises from a distrust in the 
worshipper of his own powers^ and from 
an inordinate fear of man. He is really 
afraid to throw aside his form, suffer his 
thoughts to expand, and pray for such 
things as times and circumstauces sug- 

fest, lest he should be at a loss for words, 
e unable to proceed, and so disgrace 
himself and religion too. 

Another cause of pet-haps greater in- 
fluence is this ', persons feel under a sort 
of obligation, whenever they present 



th^wMtWtm before God, to introduce 
most of the great general subjects of 
prayer: and m order to do this^ thoir 
prayers most of necessity be general and 
fcrirnial. But such persons are laboring 
vnder a very erroneous impression. We 
are under no obligations to introduce 
everything which might properly be a 
subject of prayer into all our addresses 
to the throne of grace. Indeed such a 
course would not oe practicable, and if 
practicable, it would be altogether inex- 
pedient. Abraham did not attempt this, 
when he prayed for Sodom ; nor Jacob, 
when he wrestled with the angel and 
prevailed ; nor Daniel, when he prayed 
so fervently for the reformation and re* 
turn of his exiled people. 

As has been already intimated, prayer, 
to be inteiesting, mustbe/^arftctc^ar, and 
must grow out of the circumstances of 
the occasion on which it is offered. Our 
thanksgivings should express the grati- 
tude toe /eel, not so much for favors in 
general, as for those particular merciee 
which are of a nature most deeply to af- 
fect us. And our confessions ahould ex- 
press the penitence we feel, not »9 much 
for sin in general, as for those particular 
acta of sin, with which ouf hearts are 
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most deeply pained. While oar suppli* 
eations and intercession should express 
the desires we feel, not so much for those 
general mercies, which all need and need 
at all times, as for those particular favors 
which, in present circumstances, ai« 
thought most important either for our- 
selves or others. An Apostle has direct" 
ed us to ^' watch unto prayer." The int- 
port of this injunction may be, that we 
are to watch the dealings of providence, 
the suggestions of scripture, and the ino* 
tions of the Spirit on our own hearts, thai 
we may derive from all, not only en- 
couragement in prayer, but new and va- 
rious matter to be made the subject of 
our dailj devotions. 

Public prayers, in which large and 
promiscuous assemblies are expected to 
unite, may not admit, perhaps, of all that 
particularity which has been here re- 
commended. And ^et there is room,^ 
even in these, for strict appropriateness, 
which would secure endless variety. Mo 
two public occasions are in all respects 
alike. I^, then, public prayers i7er« 
made to grow out of the occasions ou 
which they were offered, and to express 
whal ought to be the present views sod 
feelings ^ the worshipped, they^^oirid 
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nevet become uiuntereBting or fomial. 
But in our more private suppIicatioDSy 
and especjally those of the closet, the uU 
most freedom and particularity may be 
indulged. We may go to our heavenly 
Father, and thank hiui for particular 
mercies, and confess particular insti^ncef 
of sin, and implore particular favors ioif 
' ourselves and others, detailing circumr 
stances, and calling persons and things 
by name, without reserve. We qiaj 
come with freedom to the mercy seaty 
and literally converse with Grod, as a 
man with his friend. Prayer conducted 
after this manner will always be interest* 
ing to the pious heart ; and it is because, 
from false notions of proprietv, or fo? 
other reasons, this freedom and partion* 
larity of manner are avoided, that Christ- 
ians lose in so great a degree the comlbrt 
and benefit of their seasons of devotioq. 
How long would it be before conversation 
with an earthly friend would become doll 
and uninteresting, if it related always to 
the same topics, and wae couched in 
nearly the same terms ? And whpr should 
communion with our heavenly Friend *• 
clogged with forrnaliti^s, which wouW 
render intercourse with any other' bemg 
tedious and irktome? 
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6. In connexion with the last general 
remark, it may be observed again, that 
fervent^ effectual prayer not only express- 
es the real feelings of the worshipper, but 
is the result of strong feeling. It is the 
pouring out of an overflowing gratitude ; 
the promptings of a heart bleeding for 
■in ; the oflisring up of intense and uncon- 
querable desires 

No considerations will be mor« likely to 
add fervency to prayer, than those of our 
ifwn necessities and helplessness^ and of 
the exclusive ability of our heavenly Fa- 
ther to bestow the blessings which we 
seek. We earnestly desire these bless- 
ings — greatly need them— and in many 
instances feel that we must have them, 
or perish. Still, they are above our reach, 
and the reach of every other creature. 
They must come from God, if they cotne 
at all ; and all we can do is to go and beg 
for them. With impressions such as 
these, the prayers of the Christian can- 
not but be fervent. The strongest af- 
fections of his soul are enkindled, and his 
whole heart goes with him, while he ap- 
proaches the throne of grace and pleads 
(ot needed mercy. With strong desire, 
he looks up to his Father in heaven and 
says, < I am weak, bat thoa art strong. 
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I bave nothinir, but thou hast all thingt. 
I come to thee, for there is no other God. 
If thou reject me, no being in the uni- 
Terse can help me. O Lord, hear ; O 
Lord, forgive ; O Lord, hearken and do ; 
defer not for thine own sake, O my God.' 
He will thus plead, as his Saviour dtdt 

* with strong crying and tears ;' and say 
in the spirit of the determined Patriarch, 

* I vi^ill not let thee go, unless thou bless 
mo.' This, reader, is humble, importu- 
nate prayer. / This is weakness laying 
hold of infinite strength.' It is in sup- 
plications such as these, that Christian! 
' have power with God and prevail.* 

7. That our prayers may be success- 
ful, we must be« not only earnest in them» 
but persevering. Our Saviour once ut- 
tered * a parable to this end, that men 
ought always to pray, and iiot to faint/ 
He knew that men, that his own disci' 
pleSf would be likely to faint and be soon 
discouraged in their prayers. They feel 
their need of a particular favor ; feel that 
it must come from God ; and go to him 
with humility and earnestness. But be- 
cause, for wise reasons, ho does not see 
fit immediately to answer, and is pleased 
to try them with difficulties and delay, they 
become di»h«arte»ed, lose their engageU- 



B*M, and gbr^ way to the fiilse and par- 
Hyzing impression , so far at least as con- 
cerns their practice, that prayer is a vain 
service Now such persons would do well 
to remember, that it has been God's usu- 
al method, in all periods of the world, to 
try his children by delay. How long he 
tried the ,faith of his ancient people in 
Egypt, and in Babylon ? How long and 
severely were the primitive Christians 
tried, in regard to the expected overthrow 
of idolatry P For how long a period did 
God delay to answer the cries of his af- 
flicted people, in delivering them from 
Popish tyranny? And for holy purposes, 
he sees fit to '•try his children now in a 
similar manner. Let them not, then, 
faint or despond, in view of seeming hin- 
drances and discouragements. Things 
may look dark to theni, which arc all 
light to God. They may see many and 
great difficulties, where he sees none .at 
all. His blessings may seem to them to 
linger, and they bhiv be unable to dis- 
cover the reasons of his dispensations ; 
but he knows what he is doing, and will 
ultimately satisfy all his people of his 
truth, his faithfulness, and love. 

8. I only add farther, that the pvayev 
wluaii prevails with God must be acoom- 



EBied by corrapondeat «iidM««r« to dtt 
r will. If we can earnestly pray for 
any particular event, we of course earn- 
estly desire it; tnd if we earnesMy de- 
sire it, we shall be disposed to labor for 
its accomplishment. It is in this wav, 
that a sense of dependence on God awak- 
ens effort ; and the worth of our pravers 
may always be tested bv oar zeal and en- 
gagednees in duty. Alas, in how many 
mstances does the example ot Christians 
belie their prayers ! How often do they 
pray for that which they never lift a finger 
to accomplish, and which they thus clear- 
ly manifest they have no desire to see 
accomplished ! How can they expeeC 
such prayers to prevail with a holy God, 
unless it be to provoke his wrath P 

Having thus endeavored to describe 
praver, show what is implied in it, and 
and what is necessary in order that it 
may be acceptable and successful, it re- 
mains that I present and un^e the mo- 
tives to the habitual and faithful perform- 
ance of this most important duty. But 
in approaching this part of the subject, 
topics crowd upon us in such abundance, 
that we hardly know where, or with what 

^ I imght speak of the honor connected 
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with the performance of prayer. ' When 
we consider the heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and stars which thou 
hast ordained ; Lordy what is man, that 
thou art mindful of Aim, or the son of 
man, that thou visitest him 9* What are 
we, poor, sinful, miserable beings, that 
we should be admitted to the near pre- 
sence of him who rides upon the circuit 
of the heavens, and disposes of all beings 
and worlds, familiarly to converse with 
him, as a man with his friend ? Individ- 
uals are sometimes ashamed to pray ; and 
ashamed to be known as persons of pray- 
er. But why nshamed ? Ashamed to 
have intercourse with a Monarch — the 
Monarch of the universe ! What honor. 
Christian reader, can be compared with 
this .? 

I might also speak of ihe pleasures of 
prayer ; and the feelings of every true 
Christian would respond to all 1 could 
utter on this branch of the subject. The 
real friends of God engage in prayer, not 
BO much because this is their duty, as 
because it is their delight. They lovt to 
pray. 

« They love to steal awhile away 
From every cumbring care, 
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And spend the hours of setting day' 
In humble, grateful prayer. 

They love to think on mercies past, 

And future good implore, 
And all their cares and sorrows cast 

On Him whom they adore.'* 

Of how much happiness do those vol- 
antarily deprive themselves, who have 
yet to learn the pleasures of prayer? 
How miserably do those clieat their im- 
mortal natures, their undyingr souls, who 
prefer the gross pleasures of sense and 
sin, to those which spring from<:ommun- 
ion with the Holv One ? 

I might advert to the indirect advan- 
tages of prayer to those who offer it, re- 
turning, like that of the Psalmist, into 
their own bosoms. On the plain princi- 
ple, that ' he who walketh with wise men 
shall be wise.' the characters of those who 
walk with God on earth and hold much 
communion with him, will be gradually 
assimilated to his. They will be, not 
only godly, but in some me&3uve god-like. 
They will * he followers of God, as dear 
children." The power of temptation will 
be diminished ; the love of the world sub- 
dued ; and they will grow in grace, in 
strength, in wisdom, in a likeness to 
God, and in a preparation for heaven. 



I ought urge, that the datv of ptmyer 
U enforced hy txampUs of the greatest 
weight and authority. Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, and Moses, and all tbe 
Patriarchs, and all the prophets, were 
men of fervent, prevalent prayer. * Seven 
times a day,' says the Psalmist, *do I 
praise thee, because of thy lighteous 
judgements.' Daniel * kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed and 
gave thanks before his God.' Anna 
* served God with fastings and prayers 
night and day: Cornelius *nrayed to 
God always: And to crown all, it is re- 
corded of our blessed Saviour, that he re- 
peatedly spent whole nights in prayer. 

It should be enough to engage all in- 
telligent creatures in the duty of prayer, 
that such is the known will and pleasure 
of their Creator. His will on this sub- 
ject has been variously expreBsed,---in 
commands, in invitations, and entreaties. 
* t^ray without ceasing.' * Watch unto 
prayer.' * Call upon me, and I will an- 
swer thee.' * Be careful for nothing, 
but in everything, by prayer and suppli- 
cation together with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God.' 
Strange, that the needy children of men 
■honla want so much commanding and 



•zhortin^, and thie too fiom the Upf of 
their Creator, to induce them to piay to 
him ! And stranger still, that after all 
the commands and exhortations ho has 
given, they should yet be so backward 
and negligent in this duty ! 

We are encouraged to pi ay, not only 
in the ways already pointed out, but by 
innumerable and precious promiges. 
Promises of this description, expressed 
in every variety of form, and conveying 
all the assurance which language caa 
eonvey, are interspersed throughout the 
Bible. ^ Before they call I will answer; 
and while they are yet speaking, / will 
hear.' * Yc shall seek me, ^nd Jind me, 
when ye search for me uith ail your 
heart.* * Ask, and it sliaU be given you ; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and ii 
shall be opened unto you : For every one 
that asketh, receiveth ; and he that seek- 
^th, findeth ; and to him that knocketh, 
it shall be opened. If a son ask bread of 
any of you that is a father, will he give 
him a stone ? Or if he ask a fish, will he 
for a fish give him a serpent ? Or if he 
shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scor- 
pion ? If ye, then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifls unto your children ; 

HOW MUCH MORS SHALL YOBB HBAVBH- 
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Lt Father oivk the Holt Spiui t to 
THEM THAT A8K HIM ?* * Hitherto ye 
have asked nothing in my name ; ask, 
and y« shall receive, that your joy may 
be full/ — ^These are but a specimen of 
the many promises of good things to be 
bestowed in answer to prayer : the pro- 
mises of One who changeth not, neither 
is weary, and whose truth and faithful- 
ness never fail. Encouragement higher 
and better than this, language surely 
could not afford - 

And the promises of God for our en- 
couragement in prayer, he ha? abundant- 
ly verified in his providential disjiensa* 
tfons. The Scriptures record numerous 
instances, which I need not repeat, in 
which prayer has brought down deliver- 
ances and blessings for the people of God, 
and judgements on his foes. Nor have 
the promises of God on this subject been 
vacated ; nor has the efficacy of prayer 
ceased. The blessings which God still 
bestows in answer to prayer, are mani- 
fest to the sense ; they are visible, pal- 
pable, before the eyes of all men. Lei 
any well informed person consider what 
that is for which the people of God have 
been praying, with the greatest frequen- 
cy and importunity, for the last twenty 



or thirty years. And then let htm look 
abroad on the world and see, if the same 
things precisely have not been oestowed. 
In what light are we to regard the na- 
merous revivals of religion with which 
oar land has been blessed — the rapid dif- 
fusion of Divine knowledge, by means of 
Btblen, tracts, and Sabbath schools — the 
raising up and sending forth of hundreds 
of Missionaries — the success which has 
£>lIowed their labors in different parts of 
the earth — and the present, cheering in- 
dications of approaching latter day glory ; 
— in what light are we to regard all these 
things, but as so many signal answers to 
prayer — so many evidences, that God's 
arm is not shortened, nor his ear 
heavy, nor his promises forgotten, nor 
his cause on earth abandoned P 

But this brings me to that on which I 
design chiefly to insist, as a motive to 
continued, importunate prayer.' The peo- 
ple of God are expecting the speedy ac- 
complishment of great things for the 
church. They are expecting that, at no 
distant period, the religion of the gospel 
will prevail over all the world — that ig- 
norance, error, vice, oppression, slavery 
and war will cease— that idolatry, and 
every species of false religion, will come 
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to an end— and that * the earth ahall b« 
full of the knowledge ef the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.' But' what reason 
have thev to expect these great moral 
changes F And what can they do to- 
words accomplishing them ? They can- 
not convert one soul ; how then shall 
thoj engage in the conversion of mill-' 
ions f They cannot produce a revival of 
religion in a single village ; and what 
can they do towards reviving it over the 
whole earth ? They may indeed engage 
in the use of means ; but they cannot 
give efficacy to one mean of ffracC) or 
crown it with success. — To all this it 
may be answered, that the expectations 
of Christians are not founded on what 
tAey can of themselves do, but on what 
a God of sovereign mercy and almighty 
power can do for them. And they ex- 
pect to be instrumental in the great work 
to which I have alluded, chiefly, by going 
to God in all their weakness, and enga^ 
ing him to act on their behalf A good 
man has said, * He that hath the ear of 
God, hath his hand also.' ChristianB 
know, that tHey cannot accomplish the 
the promises, and and fill a ruined world 
with good ', but they know that the God 
in whom they trust can do all thiS| and 



if the/ ffo to him in htunble, ftrrent 
prayer, tney believe he will. 

In every lij^ht except thia, in which 
the children of God can be viewed, they 
are feeble, ignorant, nnworthy creatuiei, 
who know and can do comparatively 
nothing. But when we behold tbem in 
the attitude of prayer — humble, earnest, 
persevering prayer — prostrating them- 
selves before the Almighty, and enlisting 
his perfections on their behalf*, — Aere 
they seem exalted ; tliey come into a 
sort of onion with the Deity ; he is theirs, 
and th«iy are bis ; his power, wisdom, 

{goodness and faithfulness are all pledged 
or them, and nothing is too great for 
him to accomplish. Without God on 
their side, his people are weak as other 
men; but with his Divine perfections 
enlisted for them, by means of holy pre* 
yalent prayer, they are in a sense omnip- 
otent ; they can do all things ; because 
God will do all things for them, when 
inquired of in this way, which their best 
interest requires. The great adversary 
of souls has little to fear ftom anything 
and everything which the people of God 
oan do, so long as they can be kept from 
prayer; but, 

* SaUn trembles, when he sees 
The weakest saintr— upon his knees. 
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That wbich is most most needed at the 
present moment, for the success of the 
gospel at home and abroad, is obviously 
an increase of fervent j rffectual prayer. 
The experience of a thousand ages unites 
with the voice of inspiration, in bearing 
witness, that without the accompanying 
influences of the Spirit, the means of 
grace will be used in vain. In all places, 
and under all circumstances, they will 
be as water spilt on the ground, or as 
seed sown upon the barren rock. None 
will be awakened, none converted, and 
no fruit will be gathered unto life eter- 
nal. Indeed, to the success of the gos- 
pel, the Spirit should be regarded as all 
in all. But these needed influences of 
the Spirit are not bestowed ordinarily, 
except in answer to fervent prayer. It 
is prayer, then — humble, prevalent pray- 
er — which the present interests of reli- 
gion most urgently require. It is the 
want of such prayer, which clothes the 
churches at home with sackcloth, and 
spreads dearth and barrenness round the 
land. And it is the want of such prayer, 
more than anything which we can be- 
stow, which damps the energies and lim' 
its the successes of our brethren who ar« 
laboring in foreign lands. 



The call to prayer is load and imperi- 
oas from all parts of the field of spiritaal 
labor. * The barren wastes everywhere 
need showers of blessing. The heritage 
of the Lord thirsts for r&in. The 
cbarches of Christ cry out lor a time of 
refreshing and of renewed fertility. The 
ikmilies of the people of God ; schools 
for religions education; missionary la- 
bors, at home and abroad ; the institu- 
tions of the gospel, in all their diversified 
operations; every plan of usofulnoss; 
every attempt of the friends of truth to 
extend its dominion ; — all cry out togeth- 
er for those spiritual influences, without 
which the reign of desolation must be 
perpetual ; and all send us to prayer ^ as 
our ]ast and only resource.' 

Everything, therefore, which ought to 
have weiffht with a rational inind, should 
be regarded as urging the peo le of God 
ii^ prayer. Their duty, their honor, 
their interest, their happiness ; the com- 
mands, and promises, and providence of 
God ; the cause of truth, the example of 
the Saviour, their own necessities, and 
the necessities of a world to be convert- 
ed; — all are unitedly urging them to 
prayer. Let them, then, awake at once, 
and engage with renewed earnestness in 
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this most important service. In all their 
emptiness and weakness, let them go to 
Him with whom is infinite fulness and 
strength, and implore his help. Let 
them plead his love ; plead his faithful- 
ness; plead the everlastin^r covenant and 
the sure mercies of David, on which he 
has caused his people to hope. He will 
not'turn away his ear, or break his prom- 
ise, or deny his blessing. He will open to 
his people new resources; convert or 
confound their enemies ; encourage their 
fainting hearts, and strengthen their iee- 
ble hands. He will pour out his Spirit 
in answer to their supplications, and 
through ihem, as weak but honored in- 
struments, will carry forward, with re- 
sistless power and progress, the triumphs 
of his holy kingdom. — Again, then, I say, 
let the peo{>le of God awake to this sub- 
ject, and endeavor to feel, more than 
they have ever done, the importance of 
the duty which has been urged. In 
prayer, they have a resource of which 
the world are ignorant. In prayer, they 
possess and can exert a far greater pow- 
er than would be possible in any other 
way. It is here, emphatically, that their 
great strength lies. 'Pratsr motm 

THK HAHD THAT MQYXS THX WOBLP.' 






THE 

SPIRIT OF PRAYER. 



Ephesians vi. 18. 

Praying always with all prayer and sufiplica- 
tion in the Spirit, and watching tbereunta 
with all perseverance and supplication for 
all saints. 

The Apostle looking upon the Ephe- 
sians as militant saints, and fighting, not 
against flesh and blood, but against priii- 
cipalities and the powers of darkness ; 
instructs them, towards the latter end of 
this chapter,' how they might become 
more than conquerors. To this end he 
tells them, first of all, where their 
strength lay ; they must " be strong m 
the Lord, and in the power of his might/* 
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verse 10; aiu^'^hen gives them a coita- 
plete armour, ^^hich beinff put on, and 
the several pieces of it skilfully used, the 
wiles of Satan will be frustrated, and 
themselves enabled to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all to stand. 

1. They must be girded about with the 
girdle of truth. By error Satan has 
great advantage ; how many, like chil- 
dren, are tossed to and fro by every 
wind of doctrine ! but a judgment right- 
ly informed and well i^ettled, that buys 
the truth and will by no means sell it, 
has a great influence upon a Christian's 
stcdfastness and growth in grace. 

2. They must have on the breast-plate 
of righteousness ; they must be righteous 
in heart, righteous in sincerity. A con- 
science, purged from dead works, is a 
better defence than a wall of brass. Sa- 
tan cannot so easily disquiet them that 
are sincere, neither is he able to corrupt 
them ; their holiness being true, sin is 
hated, the allurements unto sin are con- 
temned, and God is followed hard 
after. 

3. Their feet must be shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace. They 
must be encouraged by that peace which 
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the gospel publishes, to mn the way of 
God's commandments ; and that though 
those ways are never so difficult and un- 
pleasant to flesh and blood, they must 
hold fast the profession of their faith, and 
depart from evil, and go in the path that 
is called holy; though by thus doing, 
Ihey never-8o*much expose, and mak« 
themselves a prey. 

4< Above all, they must take the shield 
of faith, whereby they may quench the 
fiery darts of the wicked. Satan's tempt- 
ations are darts ; he does design oar 
wounding, our pain, our death, in shoot* 
ing of them : and these darts may well 
be called fiery; they are shot from hell, 
and a hell in the conscience ihey make, 
if they are not quenched ; but faith is a 
shield to repel and beat them back: 
Faith makes application of the right- 
eousness and strength of Christ; and by 
this means, not only former wounds are 
assuaged and healed, but the soul is more 
secured for the future. 

5. The helmet of salvation must covet 
their heads in this day of battle with evil 
angels. A lively hope of salvation is very 
eneoaragin^ both unto patient contrati- 
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aaoe in well-doing, and also unto suflfor- 
ing for the sake of righteousness, 
^o. The Apostle tells them, that the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word ofi 
God, must be made use of. If this word 
be understood, belieTed, thought on, lov- 
ed, stood in awe of ; if it thus abide in 
ns, we shall be strong, and overcome the 
evil one. 

These are the pieces of the armour of 
God. But in this combat with the devil, 
is there not need of auxiliarv forces ? cer- 
tainly tJiere is a necessity of succour from 
heaven. The captain, therefore, of our 
salvation, must be looked unto, and di- 
vine aid continually implored and begged 
for. By prayer we have power with 
God, and power against our spiritual 
enemies. No wonder that the apostle 
enjoins '' praying always with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit." &c. 

The text may be divided into these 
parts: 

1. Here is a duty eommandedj in the 
performance of which lies safety ; and 
that is, praying. 

2. The extent of this dutv^ it must be 
«2ioay#, and it must be lot^A oU prayer. 
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3. The dae qaalifications of this dntji 
which are these following : 

1st, It mast be in the Spirit. 

2d, It must be with watching. 

3d, It must be with all perseverance, 

4. It must be with a public spirit; w« 
must pray fot all saints, as well as for 
ourselves, since they are engaged in the 
same war. 

That these words may bo better under- 
stood, I shall answer these several ques- 
tions : 

1. Is there any difference between 
prayer and supplication ? I answer, tho 
word which is translated prayer, does in- 
timate we have to do with God in pray- 
er : to him we are to direct our petitions 
as an hearer, as an helper. The word 
which is translated supplication, does in- 
timate, that there must be an acknowl- 
edgement of our own indigency and 
wants, and a looking to the all sumcient 
Lord for supply. 

2. Another question is this : What is 
meant by praying always P I answer, the 
Greek phrase which the Holy Ghost 
useth, signifies. To pray every oppor* 
tunity that is offered. This text gives no 
encouragement unto the fond sect of the 
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Eochites, who thought that prayer was 
to be their whole business : No, no; there 
are other duties which God calls for, 
and which this of prayer must not jostle 
oat. But all those opportunities which 
are afforded for prayer, must be heed- 
iiilly observed, joyfully laid hold on, and 
diligently improved. This is to pray al- 
ways. It is said of Mephibosheth, that 
he did eat always, or continually at 
the king's table, 2 Sam. ix. 13. What ! 
shall we from hence infer, that he spent 
day and night in nothing but eating ? no 
such matter ; but when the season of 
meal-time came, he was present. So to 
pray always, is to pray whenever prayer 
18 seasonable. 

3. A third question is. What is meant 
by all prayer .** Bullinger refers this to 
the intention of the mind ; saying, that 
in this duty, there must be all possible 
devotion, and intentness, and fervency 
of heart. But Musculus understands 
prayer of every sort ; and indeed all kinds 
of prayer which God has appointed are 
needful, and the Lord is ready by the 
communications of his grace, to encour- 
age to the practice of this duty in the 
roll extent and latitude of it. 
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4. Another question is this: What 
are we to understand b^ prayer in the 
spirit ? Some refer this clause to the 
thin^ asked, as if we should slight all 
worMly enjoyments, and ask only for 
those blessings that are spiritual. It is 
confessed that spiritual blessings are to 
be most prized, and to be begged with 
the greatest importunity ; but yet tempo- 
ral mercies may also wilh submission be 
desired. Daily bread we are allowed 
to ask for ; and that bread is st^eetest, 
and most blest, that is the fruit of pray- 
er. Others observe, and rightly, that, 
this passage, praying in the spirit, may 
have relation both to the Spirit of God, 
and the spirit of him that prays. , 

It may have relation unto the Spirit of 
God. The Holy Ghost ** makes inter- 
cession for believers, according ' to the 
will of God ; he helps their innrmities, 
who of themselves know not what to 
pray for as they ought." Rom. viii. 26, 27. 

It may have relation unto the spirit of 
him that prays. Prayer must be the off- 
spring of the heart, or else it will not be 
of any value or efficacy. The spirit ol a 
man must understand what, and the 
worth of what is prayed for, and the af« 
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fections must be stirred in order to the 
attainment of it. 

5. A fifth question is, what are we to 
undorstaudby watching unto prayer with 
all perseverance ? We must watch over 
our hearts, and watch for God. and this 
must be with continuance j unless we 
continue to watch and pray, we may 
quickly enter and fall into temptation. 
And since all militant saints are in dan- 
ger as well as we, and stand in so near 
relation to Christ and to us, we should 
be much concerned for them, so as to do- 
sire their safety and welfare as our own. 
' There are Six Doctrines which these 
words afford us. — 

1. A Christian's security lies very 
much in praying always. 

2. All prayer is of concernment to be 

used. 

3. Trayer, when rightly performed,' is 
sapplication in the spirit. 

4. In prayer, watching is a necessary 
ingredient. 

5. We must persevere if we would 
speed in prayer. 

6. Our spirits must be so public, as to 
supplicate for all the saints as well as 
&r ourselves. 
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I hegin with the first of these doc- 
trines, That a Christian's security lies 
ye ry much in praying always. Although 
he be armed from head to foot with the 
armour of God ; which, if any in the 
world, is armour of proof, yet he is not 
safe without prayer. Saints in Scripture 
have looked upon the throne of grace as 
their asylum and sanctuary, and have 
come here for refuge and stren^h in 
their troubles and temptations. David 
when he perceived the deceit and hatred 
of his adversaries, who fought against 
him without cause, says, it was his 
course, and truly it was a wise one, to 
ffive himself unto prayer, Ps. cix. 4. 
When his soul was among lions, and he 
dwelt among those that were set on fire, 
he " then cries unto God that performed 
all things for hioi," Psahn Ivii. 2. When 
the Apostle Paul was buffeted by the 
messenger of Satan, he " besought the 
Lord thrice, that it might depart from 
him," and had this answer, ^'My grace is 
sufficient for thee," 2Cor. xii. 7—9. Nay, 
the very Captain of our salvation, Christ 
himself, not only used the word of God 
in temptation, and overcame the devil by 
Scripture weapons, but also he was won- 
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derfolly fervent in prayer : " In the days 
ofhisneeh he offered up prayers and 
Bupplications, with strong crying and 
tears, unto Him that was able to save 
him ^om death, and was heard, in that 
he feared." Heb. v. 7. 

I shall speak unto this doctrine in the 
following order. Firstj Give you a defi- 
nition of prayer, that you may know 
what it is. Secondly ^ Inform you what 
it is to pray always. Thirdly , Show you 
why a Christian's security lies in prayer. 
Fourthly t Give you some reasons why he 
should be always praying, ^nd, lastly. 
Make application. 

In \\ke first place, I am to give you a 
definition of prayer that you may under- 
stand the nature of it. An old author 
gives this description, ' Prayer is an as- 
cension of the mind unto God, and ask- 
ing those things which are convenient, 
firom him. The mind must ascend as 
well as the voice and both must be di- 
rected unto God alone; and those things 
only must be desired which the wise and 

fracious God sees convenient. Aquinus 
efines prayer, * an act of the practical 
understanding, explaining the desire of 
the will, and requesting something from 
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another/* which being applied unto God, 
amountd to this much, that both the 
mind and will do act in prayer ; the mind 
makes known what the will desires. 
" Lord, all my desire is before thee, and 
my groaning is not hid from thee," Psalm 
xzxviii. 9. And then likewise, there is an 
earnest craving to have this desire satis- 
fied. **0 satisfy us early with thy mercy, 
that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
days." Psalm xc. 14. 

put a more fall definition of prayer is 
this ; Prayer is a duty performed unto 
God by sensible and believing souls, in 
which they ask for things according to 
his will, in the nime of Christ, with 
thanksgiving for what has already been 
received. This definition I shall take in 
pieces, and explain the parts of it. 

I. Prayer is a duty. — It is part of that 
homage and worship which we owe to 
God : this is evident by the light of na- 
ture ; the heathen mariners " cried unto 
the Lord" for preservation in a storm, Jo- 
nah i.; but it is more evident by Scripture 
light : commands to pray are frequent. 
And he that does restrain prayer, casts 
off the fear of Ck>d, and says unto the 
Almighty, Depart firom me, Job xxi. 14, 
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15. Plrayer is a duty, for we are obligred 
to it by a precept ; and that precept is for 
our profit : we oeed help from heaven, 
and our wants that are of the greatest 
concernment to be supplied, can be sup - 
plied by none but by him that is all suffi- 
cient ; and when we cry to him, we give 
him glory ; for it argues we believe his 
power and mercy, which prove him able 
and ready to succour and relieve us. 

II. Prayer is to be performed unto 
God, and to him only. — " Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve," Matt. iv. 10. ^' Unto 
thee, my God and my King, will I pray. 
I will direct my prayer unto thee, and 
will look up." Psalm v. 2, 3. God's hand 
is not shortened, that it cannot save, nei- 
ther is his ear heavv, that it cannot bear. 
He is able to do,* not only to the utmost 
of our desires, buf exceeding abundant- 
ly above all that we" can either " ask or 
think,'' £ph. iii. 20. The Papists danger- 
ously corrupt holy worship by their sin- 
ful prayers to angels and saints, and es- 
pecially to the virgin Mary. Cardinal 
Bonaventure has blotted out tho name of 
Lord in the book of the Psalms, and put 
in the name of Lady, and teaches Chris- 
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tians to ask the same things, of the yirgin 
Mary, which David asked for at the 
hands of God himself. Under the Old 
Testament wo find that helievers direc- 
ted their supplications to God himself, 
and found him ready to hear and save ; 
and under the gospel, where the mani- 
festation and communication of his grace 
are more fuU and plenteous, is there need 
to go to any other ? No, no , " one God 
can supply our needs, according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.*' Phil, 
iv. 19. 

III. Those that pray, must be sensi- 
ble. — Ignorance, and unbelief, and hard- 
ness of heart, make the words of prayer 
a mockery and abomination. They that 
pray, therefore, must be sensible oi their 
sins, of their needs, of their unworthi- 
ness to have those needs supplied ; final- 
ly, they must be sensible that none can 
help them but the God they are praying 
to. 

1. They must be sensible of their sins. 
— ** I acknowledge my transgressions," 
says David, " and my sin is ever before 
me." Psalm li. 3. " For our transffres- 
sions are multiplied before thee, and our 
sins testify against us ; for our trana- 
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greBBionfl are with us, and as for our ini- 
quities, we know them," Isa. lix. 12. Sin 
must bo acknowledged with shame and 
sorrow, else it will separate between 
God and us, and prove a cloud, through 
which our prayers will never pass. 
There must be such a sense of sin as 
implies a hatred and weariness of it ; 
for if the heart out of love and liking of 
it, has a regard to sin, God's ear will be 
deaf, and his mercies restrained. *' If I 
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear my prayer." Psalm Ixvi. 
18. 

2. They that pray must be sensible of 
their needs. — All the posterity of Adam 
are needy, how rich and full soever they 
imagine themselves. The first man bein^ 
a public person, had the whole stock in 
his own hand, and having lost it, has 
beggared his whole progeny ; . we are 
" all come short of the glofy of God," as 
descended from Adam ; we are flesh, 
and in " our flesh dwelleth no good 
thing." This must be understood and 
believed, poverty of spirit Christ com- 
mends, and pronounces those that are 
thus poor, ** blessed," Matt. v. 3. For 
they that perceive *^ they are wretched, 
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and miserable, and empty, and naked/' 
will cry the louder to the Lord '* for gold 
tried in the fire to enrich them, and white 
raiment that they may be clothed." The 
poor man that is ready to starve for hun- 

fer, how does he cry out ^ Bread, for the 
<oid's sake, bread,' for he sees his need 
of it. The condemned malefactor, how 
does he roar out for a pardon ? Because 
he sees his life must quickly go, without 
it. And wore we but better acquainted 
with our wants, oh what strong cries 
would come from us, that sin might be 
forgiyen, that grace might be wrought, 
that peace might be spoken, that spiritu- 
al maladies might be healed ! We all 
need these things as much and more 
than the hungry stand in need of bread. 
3. They that pray must be sensible of 
their unworthiness to have their need 
supplied. — Paul cries out, he was *' less 
than the least of all saints ;" and Jacob, 
that he was ** less than the least of mer- 
cies." Job says, " Behold I am vile, and 
I abhor myself." We cannot lay claim 
to any thing as our due, but wrath and 
the curse. Whatever God bestows, it 
must be reckoned given, " not of debt, 
but of pure and free grace," B^m. iv. 
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Daniel in prayer disclaims all merit in 
his righteousness, acknowledges that 
" conlusion of face belonged to him and 
to Israeli because of their rebellions;*' 
and says expressly, ^' We do not present 
our supplications before thee tor our 
righteousnesses, but for thy great mer- 
cies," Dan. iz. 18. We may beg indeed for 
the greatest mercies—and the greater, the 
surer we are to speed ; for God is most 
liberal of th« greatest ; but at the same 
time we must he sensible that the least 
mercy is to6 good for such evil ones as 
we are. 

4. They that pray must be seneible that 
none can help them but the God they are 

S raying to. — " Truly in vain is salvation 
oped for from the hills and multitude of 
mountains,**— (the firmest things on earth 
will fail and deceive our hopes,) — '* truly 
in the Lord our God is the salvation of 
Israel," Jer. iii. 23. Therefore David 
lays this charge upon his soul, ^^ to wait 
only upon God, and to have all its ex- 
pectation from him. God will be seri- 
'ously sought unto, when we are under 
the power of this conviction, that'* no oth- 
er helper can be found." 
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IV. It follows in the definition, that 
those that pray must be believing souls. 
— Faith is a grace that is required in all 
their duties; if this be wanting, God will 
not be honored by our duties, nor our- 
selves advantaged. Though we hear 
never so often, if the word be not mixed 
with faith, it will not profit us, Heb. iv. 
2. ; and unless our prayers are prayerB in 
faith, they will not be effectual. Those 
that pray indeed, must be believers. 

1. They must believe '^ that God is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him,'* Ueb. 21.6.; they 
must have right apprehensions of his 
gracious nature, and of bis good will to- 
wards men. He is willing to be recon- 
ciled, and has himself, without being 
sought unto, contrived a wa/ how a sin- 
ner's peace may be made. He sends 
ambassadors to them to tre^t about it, 
and entreat those that have offended 
him, that they would be no longer ene- 
mies by wicked works. He has declared, 
that '* fury is not in him" towards those 
that are desirous of mercy, and that he 
does delight in nothing more than in 
compassion ; and that 3" any do under- 
Btand and seek him, he is more willing to 
4 
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be found, than they can he eager to find 
bim. These things being riffhtly con- 
ceiYed, encourage prayer ; and Satan by 
suggesting the contraryi draws off many 
ilrom this duty. 

2. They that pray arighl must, by be- 
lievingi be interested in Christ ths Me- 
diator. Christ is " the way, and no man 
Cometh unto the Father but by him," 
John ziv. 6. Christ must be by faith re- 
ceived as the gospel offers him ; that is, 
as a '' Prince and a Saviour;" and by 
this faith, being united to him, God looks 
upon believers as the brethren of Christ, 
as the spouse of Christ, nay, which is 
nearer, as Christ's members; and will 
deny them nothing. Those that belong 
to Christ, God is 'a God to them, and a 
Father to them as he is to Christ himself, 
and loves them as he loved Christ ; John 
zz. 17. zvii. 23. ; surely he will then 
grant them their requests. 

3. They that pray must by fiiith rely 
upon the promises that God has made of 
hearing. — He has said, " that they that 
ask shall receive, that they which seek 
shall find, and to them that knock it 
thall be opened," Matt. vii. 7. And for 
ftvthiar eno onra gement, baeanse the Spir- 
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It teaches what to ask, and how to ask, 
Christ assures us, that God will more 
readily give his Spirit to those that ask 
him, than earthly parents bread unto 
their hungry children, ** If ye then being 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more shall your 
heavenly Father ^ive the Holy Spirit 
unto them that auL him ?" Luke xi. 13. 
How comprehensive a promise is the 
promise of the Spirit ? His work is to 
apply that salvation which Christ has* 

Eurchased : and is sent on purpose that 
e may indite such petitions for the 
saints as will find audience. How plain- 
ly has the Lord said, that ** his eye is 
upon the righteous, and his ear open to 
their prayers?" Psalm xxziv. 15. Such 
words should be rested on when we en- 
gage in this duty. 

4. The more confidently thev that 
pray conciude the performance or God'fl 
promises, the more certainly will they be 
accomplished. — Therefore we are com- 
manded to ask ** in faith nothing waver- 
ing,** James i. 6. ; and we are encoi^ra- 
?;ed to draw near with a true heart, in 
ull assurance of faith, Heb. z. 29. ; and 
hearken to our Lord himself, " therefore 
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I gay unto you, whatever things ye de- 
sire when ye pray, believe that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye shall have them," 
Mark xi. 24. If we did but more firmly 
believe that God, according to his cove- 
nant, for his Son's sake, has pardoned 
sin ; and will heal our souls of their dis- 
tempers, and will give grace sufficient, 
and make us to grow and increase with 
the increases of God ; verily his promi- 
ses would appear to be real, and '* accord- 
ing to our faith it would be to us." Thus 
you see how those that pray must be be- 
lievers. 

V. In prayer, things must be asked 
for, according to the will of God. — " And 
this is the confidence that we have in 
him, that if we ask anything according 
to his will, he heareth us," 1 John v. 14. 
Christ tells his disciples, '^ if ye abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be done to 
you," John xv. 7. The word abiding in 
us declares the will of God, and regulates 
our wills; and then what we will, we 
shall have ; Luther said,^ Let my will be 
done, because my will, O Lord, is the 
same with thine.' 
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I do not wonder that many of the hea- 
thens reasoned against prayer ; they 
being unacquainted with the mind of 
God, knew not what to ask for. But in 
the Scripture God has declared his mind 
to us, and that is our directory. 

There is a three-fold will of God, 
which we are to regaid in prayer — his 
will of purpose, of precept, and of prom- 
ise. 

1. His will of purpose. — God'spurpose 
concerning his people, is wise and gra- 
cious, therefore it is called " the good 
pleasure of his goodness,*' by the apostle, 
2 Thess. i. 11.; and it was but reason 
that this purpose should be submitted to. 
We may ask sometimes for that which it 
may not be fit for us to receive. In tem- 
porals especially we are at a loss ; and 
are not able to determine what rneasure 
of such kind mercies is most meet for us. 
When therefore we beg for the continu- 
ance of life, the prolonging or restoring 
of health, the enjoyment of outward com- 
forts ; all must be done with ihis proviso, 
that the will and purpose of God may 
stand and he accomplished ; for we may 
conclude, that when the Lord denies out- 
ward mercies, which we with submission 
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heg for, he inteuds kindness in that very 
denial. 

2. In prayer God's will of precept is to 
be regarded. — Whatever he commands 
us to do we may with boldness go to him 
for strength, which may enable us for the 
performance. The Lord calls and com- 
mands Israel to turn. '^ Turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways, for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel .^" Ephraim turns 
this into prayer, " turn thou me, andl 
shall be turned, for thou art the Lord my 
God," Jer. xxxi. 13. God commanded 
David to keep his precepts diligently. 
David takes hold of this, and cries out, 
'< Oh that my ways were directed, that I 
might keep thy statutes !" Psalm cxiz. 
4, 5. He requires that we should love 
and fear him ; we may without presump- 
tion beg that he would ^* circumcise our 
hearts to love him, and put his fear into 
our hearts, that we may not depart from 
him." 

3. In prayer God's will of promise is 
also to be eyed. — And though the prom- 
ises of the life that now is, belong to be- 
lievers, yet especially they prize and 
plead the promises of spiritual and ever- 
lasting blessings. These we are to loc^ 
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Upon ** as exceeding great and precious," 
and sure promises ; and to beg, that by 
them *' wo maj be made partakers of the 
divine nature, and escape the corruption 
that is in the world through lust," 2 Pet. 
i. 4. What can the Lord promise more , 
than he does ? " The Lord God is a sun 
and shield, the Lord will ffive grace and 
fflory ; no good thing will be withhold 
trom them that walk uprightly," Psalm 
Ixxziy. 11. When we entreat him to 
make good his promises, we do in effect 
but entreat him to glorify his power and 
love, his truth and faithfulness. 

VI. Prayer must be in the name of 
Christ. — What name more prevalent? 
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, whatso- 
e?er ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
he will give it you." When we make 
use of the mediation of Christ, we go 
the way to speed. The Papists make use 
of the mediation of angels and departed 
saints. But the apostle tells us, as of 
" one God," so of one ^' mediator between 
God and man, the man Christ Jesus." 
Saints indeed on earth may pray one for 
another, because God has commanded it ; 
it maintains love among them, and the 
strongest need the prayers of the weak- 
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er. How earnestly does the apostle Paul 
beseech the believing Romans that they 
woald strive together with him in their"" 
prayers to God for him, Rom. xv. 30. 
But not a word of prayer directed to any 
saint in Scripture. And when Jacob was 
in distress, and the anorels of God met 
him, he said, " this is God's host ;" but 
he begged nothing of them, but wrestles 
with God himself, and, as a prince, pre- 
vailed. 

We must pray in the name of Christ ; 
and there are four things which we are 
» to have an eye to — 

1. The satisfaction of Christ. — He has 
been "wounded for transgression," he 
" bare the curse ;" so that we may beg 
with confidence to be delivered from it. 
He has made peace by the blood of his 
cross ; we have enjcouragement to be- 
seech the Lord to be reconciled, and that 
he would no longer be a foe, but a father 
to us. 

2. We are to eye the purchase of 
Christ. — He has purchased all the bless- 
ings of the new covenant. Heaven it- 
self is called " a purchased possession," 
£ph. 1. 14. Christ paid a price for it, 
that it might be ours. It is not only an 
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act of grace, but an act of righteousness 
in God, considering what Christ has paid 
for, to forgive sin, and to give salva- 
tion. 

3. We are to eye the intercession of 
Christ. — " He is able to save them to the 
uttermost, that come unto God by him, 
seeing he ever lives to make intercession 
for them," Heb. vii. 25. Our great High 
Priest is passed into the heavens, and his 
work is there, to pray for believers, and 
his Father bears him always. How can 
prayers miscarry that are backed with 
the intercession of such an one } 

4. We are to eye the strength of 
Christ, and his assistance. — Rightly to 
pray is a matter of difficulty ; Christ by 
his Spirit is ready to help the infirmities 
of believers ; so that notwithstanding 
all discouragement and opposition from 
within and from beneath, they shall make 
something of this duty of prayec, and ob- 
tain the blessing. 

Vn. In prayer there must be thanks- 
giving for what has been already receiv- 
ed. Praise is the sublimest part of pray- 
er. Praise is a debt ; and how vast is 
the debt, if we consider the multitude, 
greatnesa, freeness, and continuance of 
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mercies ? Praise sweetens prayer ; noth- 
ing more pleasing to God, nothing mdre 
pleasant to oarselves. And to giye 
thanks for benefits received, is as effect- 
ual a way to prevail for moie mercy, as 
the most vehement and strongest cries. 
O, therefore, that all who pray, wonld 
also " praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and for his wonderful works to the chil- 
dren of men!" Psalm cvii. 8. Thus 
have I explained the definition, and open- 
ed the nature of prayer to you. 

In the second place I am to inform you 
what it is to pray always. This I have 
touched upon already, but shall more 
fully speak of in these particulars. 

1. To prav always implies, being al- 
ways in a disposition and frame to pray 
when God reqnires it. — The heart must 
be reconciled to this duty, and fall in love 
with it, and go to the throne of grace 
with alacrity. Much may be got at the 
mercy-seat; the unsearchable riches of 
Christ are unlocked, and we may take as 
much as the hand of failh can grasp, 
without being checked or upbraided. 
The God whom we have to do with, 
'/ gives liberally and like himself," James 
i*5. The heart should be forward to 
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pray, and be weary of, and throueh ffrace 
sabdue more and more that eYu whicb| 
alas, is ** present when good is about to 
be performed," Rom. vii. 21. 

2. To pray always implies, laying hold 
of all opportunities to pray, that are gra- 
ciously vouchsafed to us. — Whenever 
there is a meet season and a motion to 
pray, we should catch such an occasion 
by the forelock, for when once it is past, 
it is past recalling. Stated times of 
prayer ordinarily, should in no wise be 
neglected ; and when there are extraor- 
dinary calls to this duty, they should by 
all means be heeded. 

3. To pray always implies, praying in 
every state and condition. — In sickness, 
in health, in prosperity, in adversity, 
prayer is to be used ; without prayer, 
sickness will be unsanctified, and an un- 
comfortable load ; and if it be taken off, 
it will be in auger; witiK>ut prayer, 
health will be a judgment, and only serve 
to encourage a neglect of the soul and 
another world ; without prayer adversity 
will be intolerable, and prosperity will bo 
a snare, and occasion forgetfalness ^ of 
God, and a daring to rebelagainst him. 
No condition ehoold cause a cessation of 
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prayer, for the apostle says, " pray with- 
out ceasing," 1 Theas. v. 17. 

4. To pray always implies, not to let 
fall any suit till it be granted. — We must 
not fdint in prayer, nor give over, though 
we do not presently speed, Luke xviii. 
1. " He spake a parable to them to this 
end, that men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint." Importunity prevailed 
with an unrighteous judge, surely then 
it will bo prevalent with the Father of 
mercies. God does not presently ^rant 
sometimes, to try whether we duly es- 
teem mercies ; and if we do, wo shall 
think them worth our while to pray still 
for them, and wait till they are given. 

5. To pray always implies, not to give 
over praying while we are on earth. — 
This ordinance we must never be above ; 
for we always need to engage in it. Our 
life is a continued warfare, we have need 
to pray for defence and victory ; our 
knowledge and grace is imperfect, we 
have need to pray for the increase of 
both, and that we maybe helped to press 
toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God. 

In^the third place, lam to tell you, 
why a Christian's security lies in prayer 
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1. Prayer engages God on a ChriBt- 
ian'8 side. — He promises to hear the cry 
qfthe righteous ones ; and hearing their 
cry implies the engaging of his power 
and goodness for their supply and safety. 
In prayer there is an acting of holy de- 
sires, unto which satisfaction is assured ; 
and there is an acting of trust and faith, 
and God will show himself strong in be- 
half of them that fly unto his name, as to 
a tower of defence, and rely upon his 
everlasting arm. He that believes, and 
has his expectation from the Lord, shall 
not be ashamed. The apostle hesitates 
not to say, " whosoever calleth on the 
name of the Lord, shall be saved,*' Horn. 
z. 13 ; that is, whosoever calls with faith 
and fervency. Such calling engages 
God for us, and *' if He be for us, who 
can be against us?" Rom. viii. 31. Our 
iniquities, though never so strong, he 
can easily subdue ; the world, and the 
god of the world, are weak compared 
with the Almighty. He can deliver from 
the evil world, from the evil one, from 
every evil work, and preserve us to his 
heavenly kingdom. 

2. Prayer weakens the flesh, with the 
aflfections and lusts of it.— Our great 
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danger is from these home-bred ene- 
mies ; ** our lusts do war affainst our 
souls/' 1 Pet. ii. 11 ; and tne apostle 
threatens beliovers, " if ye live afler the 
flesh, ye shall die," Rom. viii. 13. What 
course does David take to obtain the 
victory over his corruptions? he prays 
against them. — " Cleanse me from secret 
faults i keep back tliy servant from pre- 
sumptuous sins. Let no iniquity have 
dominion over me ! Create in me a clean 
heart, and uphold me with thy free Spir- 
it !" These and such like were his cries, 
and he did not cry in vain. The believer, 
in prayer, pleads that it is for God's hon- 
or to kill corruption, that it is his declar- 
ed will, oven man's sanctification ', that 
it is his work to sanctify ; that he has 
promised to sanctify throughout, in body, 
soul, and spirit ; and he is faithful and 
therefore will do it, 1 These, v. 23, 24. 
He pleads, that Christ died that he miffht 
redeem and purify from iniquity ; that 
he might cleanse his church, and " pre- 
sent it unto himself a glorious church, 
not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing, but that it might be holy, and with- 
out blemish/' Eph. v. 27. And such pleas 



PtlAY ALWAYS. 63 

are effectual to the obtaining of grace, 
and motiving the deeds of the body. 

3. A Christian's security lies in prayer, 
for prayer obtains better things than the 
world can boast of Let the world allure 
by its strongest baits, and present unto 
the Christian the greatest |;ain8, the 
sweetest pleasures, yet blessings more 
valuable are to be got at the throne of 
grace. The heart in prayer is taken up 
with the thoughts of, and ea^er desires 
after, the privilege of reconciliation and 
adoption, communion with God, and the 
communications of his ^ace and Spirit, 
an eternal weight of glory, a crown of 
life, an enduring substance, fulness of jojr, 
and pleasures forever' more. Psalm zvi. 
These are the things above, that in pray- 
er are sought ; ana what are things bie- 
low in comparison .' The heart that is 
placed on these, is the better armed 
against the world : as long as spiritual 
and eternal blessings are secured, the 
world is neither desired, nor dreaded by 
it. 

4. Prayer is an undermininff of Satan. 
The powers of bell have felt the force of 
thifl duty. Christ commanded his disci- 
plef to pray, when he perceived the devil 
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aboat to winnow them : " Pray that ye 
enter not into temptation," Luke xxii. 
40. If as ofl as we are assaulted by the 
tempter, we did but look unto the Lord 
for grace to help in the time of need, 
temptation would be very uneuccessful. 
Two things are done in prayer against 
Satan ; by our confession of sins, this 
accuser is silenced ; by petition, grace 
is obtained to withstand him. 

By confession of sin this accuser is 
silenced. Satan is styled, " the accuser 
of the brethren ;" and to show how mali- 
cious and eager he is in his accusations, 
he is said to " accuse them day and night 
before God," Rev. xii.lO. But in pray- 
er, believers bring bills of indictment 
against themselves ; not only all that Sa- 
tan can truly lay to their charge, do they 
also lay to their own charge ; but also 
all that God has against them, they ac- 
knowledge; they cover not their sins, 
but confess and aggravate them ; they 
blam'eand judge tnemselves. And how 
earnest are they that sin confessed may 
be pardoned, and purged away by the 
blood of Christ ? NoWSatan's mouth is 
stopped ; his charge signifies nothing ; 
for thus confessing sin, and looking unto 
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JesQs for cleansing as well as atonement^ 
*' God is faithful and jast to forgive thorn 
their sins, and to cleanse them from all 
unrighteousness," 1 John i. 9. 

By petition, trrace is obtained to with- 
stand Satan. The apostle Paul, when 
buffeted by the devil, falls to prayer, and 
what answer has he ? The Lord said un- 
to him, *" My grace is sufficient for thee, 
for my strenurth is made perfect in weak- 
ness." And the apostle is satihfied thatf 
the power of Christ rested on him. Pray- 
er brings us to the God of Peace, who 
promises to tread Satan under our feet 
shortly, Rom. xvi. 20. By prayer wisdom 
is derived from God ; and the more wise 
the Father of lights makes us, the better 
we understand the devil's wiles, and his 
design is seen through, which is to de- 
ceive, to defile, and at last tu murder 
Bouis. And as wisdom is increased, so 
laith, and love, and fear, and other graces,^ 
by prayer ; and tlie»mnre we bulieve God, 
the less credit we shall give the evil one ; 
the more we love God, the more we shall 
hate that evil which we are tempted to ; 
the more we fear the Lord, the uiore will 
oar hearts be united to him ; aiMl it will 
5 
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be a matter of great difficulty to peraaade 
us unto departing: from him. 

5. A Christian's security lies in prayer, 
for a prayer is a great means to make 
every other ordinance effectual for our 
safety and spiritual advantage. The word 
of God and prayer are coupled together: 
'* But we will give ourselves continually 
to prayer, and to the ministry of the 
word/' Acts vi. 4. Our sermons which 
we preach unto you, -should be begged 
from heaven ; they should Ife begun, end- 
ed) followed afler with prayer ; and if you 
that are hearers would but help us here* 
in by prayer, it would be in effect to help 
yourselves. Ifthere were but more pray- 
ing before you come to the sanctuary, 
that you might be taught to profit, so 
many sermons would not be lost ; so rnuch 
seed would not be sown in vain. Pt aver 
sots an edge upon the word, and maKCS 
it quick and powerful to kill sin, and keep 
off Satan. Prayer works the word into 
the heart, and being hid there, is a migh- 
ty preservative against iniquity. There \6 
« spiritual instinct in believers to join 
prayer with every ordinance of Gcxl ; be- 
•cauae they know that ordinances cannot 
•••cure or benefit them, except the Lord 
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^ concur and work along with them. I 
have proved that a Christian's securitj 
lies in prayer. 

In the /otirM place, I am to give yoa 
some reasons why we ought to pray al- 
ways. 

] . We should pray always, because 
God is always ready to hear. "The 
Lord's ear is not heavy, that it cannot 
hear./' Isa. lix. 1. Ho hearkens after 
prayer, and '* looks down from heaven 
upon the children of men, to see if there 
foe any that understand and seek God." 
Psalm xiv. 2. The Father is said to seek 
for right worshippers, namely, those that 
worship him in spirit and in truth, John 
iv. 23. We have therefore encourasenent 
at all times to trust in him, and at all 
times to pour out our souls before him. 
" God is a refuge for us, Selah." Psahn 
xii. 8. Verily, seeking of God in sinceri- 
ty, never was yet in vain, and never will 
be. God has heard sinners then, when 
they perhaps have little thought he mind- 
ed them. When Ephriam bemoaned 
himself, was as a bullock unaccustomed 
to the yoke, was ashamed, and confound- 
ed because of bis evil ways, and eried, 
«* Tom thou me, and I shall b» tunuia j" 
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says God, "I have heard him, 1 have 
surely heard Ephraim," Jer. xxxi. 18,19; 
and gives him to understand, that " he 
was a dear son, a pleasant child, and that 
he would surely have mercy on iiim," 
There is not a tear but God has a buttle 
to put it in, nor a sigh but God observes 
it, nor a true desire^ but he is ready to 
satisfy. 

(9. We should -pray always, because 
Christ always intercedes ;*' He is able to 
'save I hem to the uttermost that come un- 
to God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make iotercesbion for them," H*;b. vii. 
26. The prayers of believers will be well 
seconded. This Angel of the covenant 
has incense sufficient to perfume, and to 
make the prayers of all the saints at all 
times acceptable. Christ in heaven is 
always presenting to his Father his suf- 
ferings, and by his sufferings all that we 
pray for has been purchased. His blood 
thetefore is said to speak in Scripture, 
and it << speaks better tilings than that of 
Abel," Heb. xii. 24. Tiie blood of Christ 
(Ories in God's ears, on the behalf of those 
that pray, that *' the curse that Christ 
baih borne may be removed from them ; 
that ib« sins for which Christ was wound- 
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ed, may be forgiven them } and that out 
of the fulness of Christ they may receivei 
and gracH for grace." 

3. We should pray always, because the 
Spirit is always ready to help our in- 
firmities. Thid Spirit Christ promisedi . 
and, according to his promise, sent him ; 
and this Spirit is styled the " Spirit of 
grace and supplications," Zcch. xii. 10. ; 
tor he gives grace and abihty to make 
supplications acceptable. And this Spirit 
abides with believers always. *' I will 
pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, which shall abide 
with you forever, even .the Spirit of 
Truth, whom the world cannot recoivei 
because it seeth him not, neither know- 
eih him ; but ye know him, for he dwell- 
eth with you, and shall be in you," John 
xiv. 16, 17. The Spirit is ready to in- 
struct us what to pray for, to remove the 
load of indisposition to this duty, to quick- 
en our deadness therein, to enlarge our 
hearts in desires after the God of all 
grace, to strengthen us to wrestle for a 
blessing. And truly God is not to be 
re vailed with, but by the mediation of 
is Son, and by the strength of bis own 
Spirit. 
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4. We should pray always, because 
Satan is always forward to assault us. 
Satan is compared to a lion in Scripture. 
And £lian observes concerning the lion, 
that if at any time hti is beaten back, he 
retires with his face towards you, as be- 
ing ready upon the least encouragement, 
to make another attempt. In like man- 
ner Satan watches, has his eye always 
upon us, and is ever forward to tempt ; 
and should not we b^ ever forward to 
pray ? Our.whele life is a time of tempt- 
ation ; wicked spirits are continually en- 
gaged ajfainst us. ** We wrestle," says 
the apostle, " with principalities and pow- 
ers, with the rulers of the darknessof this 
world, with spiritual wickedness in high 
places.*' These enemies are invisible, so 
It is more difficult to withstand them ; 
they are too subtle, and too strong for 
us ; we had need therefore to pray with* 
out ceasing, since they cease not endeav- 
ouring to bring us both to sin and ruin. 

5. We should pray always, because 
corruption will quickly recruit, and re* 
cover strength upon the least neglect of 
prayer. Had David been praying when 
he was sleeping so long in the day time ; 
or after his sleep had been ended, had he 
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gone to the throne of grade, instead oT 
idly walking upon the roof of his palace ; 
nay, when first he cast his eyes on Bath- 
sbeba, if he had presently looked up to 
heaven and cried, that that spark of con- 
cupiscence might have been extinguish- 
ed before it set him in a flame ; his fouf 
fall, and the doleful consequences of it, 
might have been prevented. But duty 
was neglected, and lust took the advan- 
tage of that neglect, and he was hurried 
into two as heinous sins almost as caiv 
possibly be committed : 2 Sam. xi. Ex** 
poriencc shows us, that if we omit, or are* 
slight in prayer, that day our passions- 
are most easily stirred, and our lusts get 
ground. Thus Arnaiek prevailed when^ 
Moses* hands began to hang down *, bi>t 
when thoy were held up towards hoaven, 
Israel had the better. 

I come, in the last place, to the appTi- 
caiion. And if the Christianas security 
lies so much in praying always, 

The first use is of instruction, concer- 
ning the extreme danger that prayerless 
souls are in. It will be faithfulnesfl and 
kindness to make such sensible ot their 
danger; therefore I shall a little stay np- 
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on it, and manifest their peril in these 
particulars. 

1. Those that are strangers to prayer, 
God is against them. O dreadful ! What 
is God ? And who are they ? Who can 
stand before his indigation ? Who can 
defend himself against that arm that is 
omnipotent? The mountains quake, the 
hills melt, the devils tremble before this 
God ', the whole world compared with 
him, ^' is but as the drop of the bucket, 
and the small dust on the balance, and 
all the inhabitants of the worM are no- 
thing, less than nothing, and vanity," 
Isa. x\. 15. 17.. Surely it is fearful to 
have so glorious and great a God an en- 
emy. But an enemy he is unto all that 
count not his love and favour worth the 
prayinjr for. Those that will not entreat 
him to be reconciled, it is a sign they 
neither value his love nor fear his wrath ; 
and under wrath they are unquestionably. 

2. Those that are strangers to prayer, 
their mercies are not mercies indued to 
them ; that threatening is fulfiied upon 
them, ** i will send a cuise upon you, 
and will curse your blessings,'* Mai. ii. 2. 
prayer will turn curses into blessings. 
Afflictions are part of the curse inflicted 
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becaase of sin, but prayer alters the na- 
ture of them ; for the sanctification of 
them being begged and granted, they 
work t«)gelher for the good of them that 
feel them. Affliction yields " the peace- 
able fruits of righteousness to them tiiat 
are exercised thereby," says tue Apostle. 
On the other side, where prayer is not, 
blessings are a snare, and the good things 
which are received, work together lor 
the harm and ruin of those that do en- 
joy them. 'I'here is a spirit of slumber 
that has seized on them in the midst of 
their enjoyments, and their table, their 
plenty, their abundance becomes '* a 
snare, and a trap, and a stumbling block, 
and a recompence to them," Rom. xi.H,9. 
3. Those that are strangers to pray- 
er, Satan is endeavouring their ruin, and 
there is none to hinder him. Satan is 
said in Scripture to fill the hearts of the 
ungodly, to keep possession of them, and 
to work in the children of disobedience. 
The devil is come down with great wrath; 
and like a roaring lion, he walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour. And 
truly he finds abundant prey, for most 
watch not at all, pray not at all against 
bim. Those that pray not, are led cap- 
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tlve by Satan at his pleasure, and they 
do not care or desire to have his snare 
broken, nor themselves recovered. 

4. Those that are stranurers to prayer, 
how certain is it, that, continuing as they 
are, thev will miss of those great things 
revealed in the gospel, since thejr count 
them not worth their seeking 1 '1 he gos- 
pel informs us of the one thing needful, 
of the pearl of great price, of the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness ; and 
this is the law that is established, that 
they who would have these things must 
seek them. They that seek them not, 
understand not their worth, nor their 
own need, and therefore certainly and 
justly go without them. 

5. Those that are strangers to pray- 
er, are in danger of meeting with a deaf 
ear, when cries are extorted by calami- 
ty. O read and tremble, Prov. i. 26 — 
28. " I will laugh at your calamity, I will 
mock when your fear cometh, when your 
fear cometh as desolation, and your de- 
struction as a whirlwind ; when distress 
and anguish cometh upon you, then shall 
they call upon m», but I will not answer ; 
they shall seek me early, but they shall 
not find me." The meaning is this, that 
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when cries are extorted merely by dis- 
tress, and only the removal of calamity 
is desired, there being no true humilia- 
tion for sin, nor desire to be reformed, all 
such cries will be neglected. If you will 
not seek the Lord while he may be found, 
nor call upon him while he is near, 
when you cry in extremity, he may be 
far off from you. 

6. Those that are strangers to prayer, 
should consider, that quickly the accep- 
ted time, which they improve not, will be, 
past, and then they shall beg, but must 
certainly be denied. We read in Scrip- 
ture of calls that no heed was given to. 
When the foolish virgins came after the 
door was shut, and said, *' Lord, Lord, 
open unto us ;" alas, they spake too late, 
the door was not opened ; but the reply 
is, " I know you not whence yon are." 
When the rich man begged for a drop of 
water to cool his tongue, being tormented 
in the flame, this was not granted ; to in- 
timate that not the least mitigation of 
torment in hell is to be looked ibr. All 
at last will be ready to pray. Lord, open 
the door that lets into thy kingdom and 
glory ! Lord, vouchsafe a little ease and 
respite in the midst of our excessive ag- 
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on 168 and Borrows ! But oh, God's ear 
will be shut then eternally as well as 
heaven's gate, and his mercy clean gone 
forever ! What madness is it then to waste 
all our accepted time, and not to come to 
the throne of grace, before the day of 
grace comes to an end. 

The second use shall be of caution. 
Two things you are to be cautioaed 
about : 

1. Take heed of resting in prayer it- 
self, in the bare duty done. Prayer is 
your security, not in itself considered, 
but because it " leads you to the rock 
that is higher than you/' Psalm Ixi. 2. 
Prayer puts you under the Lord's wing, 
and you are covered with, his feathers, 
and his truth becomes your shield and 
buckler. They that trust in the mere 
form, vainly imagining, that speaking the 
words of prayer will help them ; they use 
prayer like a charm, and are unacquaint- 
ed with the right manner of praying. 

2. Take heed of thinking that any kind 
of prayer will secure you, and engage 
God for you. Unbelieving prayers, 
where Christ is not relied on for audi- 
ence ; cold and careless prayers, where 
the things prayed for are not prized ; hy- 
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pocritical prayers, where the heart is not 
indeed engaged, will nut reach God's ear, 
will not fetch the blessing. S';n*8 bow 
will abide in strength, notwithstanding 
these prayers ; nor will the strong hot(iB 
of Satan be thrown down by them. 

The third use shall be of exhortation 
unto this duty of prayer. The arguments 
to persuade you are these following. 

1. Scripture commands are very fre- 
quent, which require this duty. How 
often is prayer called for ; and not only 
the Lord's authority in these commands 
is to be regarded, but also his goodness ; 
he does not require prayer, that he may 
. receive from us, for he is so much above us 
that he needs us not, nor our peforman- 
ces ; and so infinitely perfect, that there 
can be no addition to the perfection of 
his being, or his blessedness; but there- 
fore the Lord calls us to " pray always,'* 
Luke xxi. 36. " to pray every where," 1 
Tim. ii. 8. " to continue instant in pray- 
er," Rom. xii. 12. " in every thing, by 
prayer and supplication, to make our re- 
quests known unto God," Phil. iv. 6. ; be-- 
cause he is willing to give what we need, 
and to communicate that mercy, without 
which we must needs be miserable. 
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2. The efficacy of prayer should per- 
suade to prayer. — He that bids you seek 
his face, if your hearts echo back, " Thy 
face, Lord, will we seek,'* will in nowise 
hide his face from you, nor put you away 
in anger." Psalm xxvii. 8, 1). By prayer 
you uiay prevail with God for his love ; 
and being interested in that, nothing will 
be denied. That the efEcacy of prayer 
may be evident, I shall imitate the apos- 
tle, speaking concerning faith, (Heb. zi.) 
and reckon up the wonders that have 
been the effects of prayer. 

By prayer Abraham had saved Sodom, 
though the cry of their eins was so loud 
and great, if there had been ten right- 
eous persons in it. By prayer he obtain- 
ed a son from God, when his wife Sarah, 
was past child-bearing. 
By prayer Jacob was delivered from the 
wrath of his brother Esau ; Jonah, by 
prayer, out of the whale's belly ; and the 
three children out of the seven tim^ hea- 
ted Babylonish furnace. 

By prater, David stayed the plague, so 
that it seized not on Jerusalem, and cau- 
sed the sword of the destroying angel to 
be put into the sheath again. 
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w Bj prayer Elias stayed the rain for 
three years and six months ; and by the 
same means opened the clouds of heaven, 
that the earth brought forth her fruit. By 
prayer he brought down fire, which con- 
saqied the two captains and their fiflies 
that came to take him. 

By prayer^ Joshua commanded the sun, 
and it stood still in Gibeon, and the moon 
in the Valley of Aijalon ; for the Lord 
hearkened to the voice of a man, and 
fought for Israel. 

By prayer, Daniel stopped the mouths 
of lions, and came untouched out of the 
den ; and by prayer, Peter and Paul and 
Silas were delivered out of prison ; shac- 
kles and iron gates being but weak things 
to the power of supplications. 

And what shall T more say ? for time 
would fail me, as the apostle speaks, if I 
should tell of Samuel, of Samson, Je- 
hoshaphat, and of the prophets and apos- 
tles, who by prayer procured thunder to 
destroy their enemies ; out of weakness 
were made strong ; turned to flight the 
mighty hosts of adversaries; the dead they 
raised to life again ; made the lame from 
the womb to walk and leap ; healed dis* 
MM* beyond the skill of art to cure. — 
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Behold prayer's efficacy, though perform- 
ed by men of like paseions with ourselves! 
this should persuade us to the love and 
practice of the duty. 

3. Who is it that would hinder you 
from prayer ! — Who stands at your right 
hand to resist yon ? Certainly it is an 
enemy, who is unwilling you should draw 
nigh to God, because he knows it is so 
good for ycu, Psalm Ixxiii. Your own 
hearts also are ready to diaw back, but 
this argues their egregious folly anddeS' 
perate wickednesii. 

4. What has followed upon the omis- 
sion of prayer? — Has not this omission 
ushered in sins of commission? Have 
you not, when you have neglected to cry 
for strength in your souls, found your- 
selvcs; like Reuben, unstable as water ? 
Have you not easily been induced to do 
that which has filled the face of God with 
frowns, and the mouth of conscience with 
reproaches ? On the other side, has not 
prayer been with success sometimes ? 
have you not found encouragement and 
grace at the mercy-seal ? Oh do that 
which both bitter and sweet eiperience 
prompts you to. 

5. Prayer is an honourable employ- 
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oient. — In this duty yo,u have admittance 
to the ear of the King of Heaven ; how 
high is your company ? your " fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son Je- 
sas Christ/' 1 John i. 3. Though the 
Lord be high, yet he hath respect unto 
the lowly ; he will regard the prayer of 
the most destitute, and not despise it ; he 
allows you a freedom to pour out your 
complaints, and to make known before 
him your troubles. And what honour is 
this, to have to do immediately with God, 
^* to have him so nig^h to you in all that 
you call upon him for ?" Dent. iv. 7. 

6. Frequency and fervency in prayer 
will be a great evidence of your regen- 
eration and adoption. The child when 
born cries, and the sinner when born 
again prays. Of Paul it was said as soon 
as he was converted, " Behold he pray- 
eth," Acts ix. 11. It is the spirit of adop- 
tion that makes us cry, " Abba, Father." 
If we cannot be satisfied unless we ap- 
proach unto God, and value his favor and 
fellowship above all earthly things ; and 
are chiefly desirous of those blessings 
which he never gives in wrath ; and hav- 
ing given, never takes away again ; w© 
may conclude from our apiritual breath- 
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Ing, our npiritual life. Now a good ev- 
idence of regeneration, what will it be 
worth in a day uf trouble, in a dying 
hour ? 

The last use shall be of encouragement 
to believers. 

1; Their prayers arc God's delight — 
** The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomi- 
nation to the Lord ; but the prayer of the 
vpright is his delight,*' Prov. xv. 8. " O 
my dove, that art in the clefls of the rock, 
in tiie secret place of the stairs, let me see 
thy countenance, let me hear thy ^oice, 
for thy voice is sweet, and thy coun- 
tenance is comely," Cant. ii. 14. We are 
pleased with the talk and requests of our 
children, though their language be lisped 
and broken ; and God is infinitely more 
indulgent than earthly parents are or can 
be, and much more willing to give good 
things than they. Matt. vi-i. 11. 

2. There are many reasons why the 
God xvhom belieyers pray to, should an- 
swer 'hem. 

^ Fit ft. They are his chosen ones. — God 
pitched his love on them before the foun- 
dation of the world was laid. 

Secondly, They are his Son's purchase. 
^^%9 has booght them with a price, ehed 
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his blooci for the remission of their sins, 
and grivon his life f^>r their ransnr.i. 

Third! ij. They arc io covenani with 
God. — Me has entr^jr€d to be llieir God, 
and Burely he will be tiieir ^ii:ird also. 

Fimrtkly. They are vossels of mercy, 
in whom he deigns to gli>rify his grace 
and love for ever. 

Surely then he will heed these when 
they pray ; he will giye ihein the good 
they need, and save them from the evil 
which makes thtmi fly lo him for shelter. 
I have done with the first doctrine, 'J'hat 
a Christian'H security lies very much in 
praying always. 
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All prayer is of concernment to be used 
— " praying always with all prayer," says 
the text. — Prayer is a duty nf very great 
extent, and the parts of it are admirably 
suited to the piesent state and condition 
of a Christian, and the divers kinds of 
prayer very well agree with the various 
circumstances wherein we are. All the 
ways of seeking God shall be to purpose, 
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if he be but eonght diligently, and accord- 
ing as lie himself has appointed ; for ho 
tells us plainly, that " he says not to tho 
seed of Jacob, seek ye mo in vain," isa. 
xlv. 19. 

Two things I shall here insist on« 1st, 
I shall speak concerning the parti of 
prayer, and show how ail these parts are 
to bo used. 2dly, I shall mention the 
several kinds of prayer, and endeavour 
so to persuade and direct you to each 
kind, that this duty may be performed in 
its utmost latitude. 

1 bogin with the parts of prayer, and 
they are these : — 

1. One part of prayer is an humble 
compellation, or naming of God. — Those 
titles that are given him in Scripture we 
must he acquainted with; and such should 
be used as are most suitable unto the mat- 
ter of our prayers, and which have the 
greatest tendency to excite those gracious 
and spiritual affections which are requir- 
ed in oar 8up[dications. If we consult the 
prayers of saints, which are recorded in 
the Bible, we shall find that God is called 
Bometimes** Lord," sometimes *^ Father," 
sometimes ** the great and Mighty and 
Terrible God," sometimes « the King of 
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Glory," sometimes « the Hiffh and Loftf 
One that inhabits eternity, whose name is 
Holy,' sometimes " the God and Father 
of Christ," and likewise " the Father of 
Mercies, and God of all Comforts." U 
is not amiss to add unto God's title those 
attributes, tho consideration whereof may 
help towards such a frame of spirit as be- 
comes prayer. 

Would we have our heart in a holy 
awe, and filled with reverence and godly 
fear? Mention then his omnipresence^ 
grreatness, his holiness, and jealousy. 
Would we have our hearts broken for sin.-* 
Mention his anger and hatred of iniquity y 
and withal his goodness, and forbearance, 
and readiness to be reconciled for '' the 
riches of his goodness and long-suiferinfir 
strongly lead unto repentance," Rom. u. 
4. Finally, would we in our requests 
have nur desires enlarged, and our faith 
encouraged, and be also forward to praise.^ 
Mention then tho freeness of God's love, 
the nuperabltndance of bis grace, as he is 
the Father of Jesus Christ. As of old he 
was styled, " the Lord that brought Is- 
rsel out of Kgypt," and afterwards, " the 
Lord that delivered Judah from the North 
country/'namely, out of the Babylomslr 
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captivity ; fo likewise in the new Testa' 
ment, be is called '* the Gr>cl and Father 
of our Ijord ie»us Christ/' £ph. i. 3 ; 1 
Pet. i. 3.; 2 Cor. i 3. Christ \» the only 
pievailin^ advocate in prayer ; and bis 
relation to God the ground of our hope 
and expectations. 

2. A second part of prayer is, acknow- 
ledgement and confession of sin. — Thin 
confession God requires. *' Only acknow- . 
led^e thy iniquity/' that thou hast tians- 
greased against the Lord thy God. To 
confiBss sin has been the practice of the 
penitent. God has been honored when 
offending of him has been acknowledged 
most unreasonable and heinous ; and 
confession has had a great influence to 
the making of sinners humble and asham- 
ed ; and upon it how quickly has forgive- 
ness followed ! ** AVhen I kept silence,** 
(that is, while I excused and extenuated 
my sin, and refused ingenuously to ac- 
knowledge it,) *^ my bones waxed old ; 
through my roaring all the day long. For 
day and night thy hand was heavy upon 
me : my moisture was turned into ihe 
drought of summer. I acknowledged loy 
tin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I 
not hid. I said, I will confess my traiM« 
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gressions uuto the Lord ; and thou forga- 
vest the iniquity of my sin," Psalm xxxii. 
o — •>. 

This confession of sin in prajer should 
be particular ; general acknovvltfdgments 
move but little ; the very root of sin 
must be dug unto, and bewailed. Paul 
cries out, he was a " blasphemer, and a 
persecutor, and injurious," 1 Tim. i. 13. 
and laments •' the law in his members," 
the body of death, that made him so for- 
ward urito evil, Rom.vii. David par- 
ticulaiizes his uncloanness and blood- 
guiltiness, and traces these abominable 
streams unto the fountain whenpe'they is- 
.suod forth, the corruption of his nature. 
"Behold I was shapen in iniquity, and in 
ein did my mother conceive me," Ps.li. 
5. Our despising the remedy which 
Christ offers in the gospel, should also be 
confessed with special sorrov* j for herein 
we go beyond the very devils, who never 
had one offer of pardon and grace made 
to them. And finally, as there is abun- 
dant -cause, we should fall to " judging 
and condemning ourselves." One that is 
truly penitent is, as a certain author ex- 
presses it, ** a faithful pleader for Gpd 
against himself." We rou3t unclasp tb9 
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bookof conscience and spread it before 
the Lord) we must hold up our hands and 
cry, * Guilty, guilty !' and say we can lay 
claim to nothing as our due, but severity 
and punishment. 

3. A third part of prayer is deprecation, 
or praying against what we have deserv- 
ed, and are afraid' of. — We ought, with 
great solicitude, to pray against the an- 
ger and hatred of God. " He, even He, 
18 to be feared: who can stand in bis sight 
when once he is angry ?'* Psalm Ixxvi. 7. 
The anger of God expresses itself sev- 
eral ways : the lightest expression of it, 
namely, in temporal and outward calam- 
ities, are sometimes very terrible. Pes- 
tilence, famine, the sword of war, which 
devours flesh and drinks blood : how in- 
tolerable are they to look upon ? But 
spiritual judgments are worse than these 
and argue hotter displeasure ; when the 
Lord gives sinners up to blindness of 
mind, searedness of conscience, strong 
delusions, vile affections, hardness of 
heart ', this shows he is extremely angry. 
The other may, but these judgments es* 
pecially should be deprecated. 

But the worst of all is to come in the 
other world, and that is the vengeance 
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of eternal flre ! Oh how importunate 
should we be to be delivered from wrath 
to come ! that we may not be sentenced 
to depart with a curse at the great day ! 
that hell may not be our eternal home ! 
How importunate should we bo, that we 
may not in utter darkness be gnawed by 
the worm that never dies, that we may 
not dwell with devouring fire, nor in- 
habit everlasting burnings. 

4. A fourth part of prayer is petition.— 
Here God gives us leave to be bold and 
large, and when we have asked never so 
much, he is ready to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we can ask, or has 
entered into the heart of man to conceive. 
Pardon we should petition for, for we 
higlily need it ; and the Lord has said, 
" though wo have made him to serve 
with our sins, and wearied hi m with our in- 
iquities, yet he will blot out our transgres- 
sions for his own sake, and remember our 
sins no more," Isa. xliii. 24, 25. Till a 
pardon be obtained, nothing else can be 
expected ; but when once God in Christ 
is reconciled, and become a Father, noth- 
ing will be denied. His love, therefore, 
and the sense of it, should be entreated 
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with our whole heart. And since the 
L*ord has promised lo give both grace and 
glory, (Psalm Izxxiv.ll.) we ma^ heboid 
to ha petitioners for both. We should h<) 
earnest that grace and holiness may be 
wrought, in truth in our hearts, that grace 
may be continually increased, and that 
we may persevere, and be faithful to the 
very death ; and, at length, attain that 
glory, honor, and immortality which is 
promised unto patient continuance iti 
wtiU-doing Temporal blessings also we 
have leave to ask, for the Lord considers 
our frame, and every way is ready to en- 
coura^re us unto our duty. 

5. A fifth part of prayer is, intercession 
for others. — Not only those should be re- 
membered by us, that stand in a near re- 
lation to us, but we should be concerned 
for the whole city, for the whole nation ; 
nay, for the whole church of Christ mili- 
tant upon earth. We should *< prefer Je- 
rusalem before our chief joy," wo should 
** not keep silence," we should " give the 
Lord4)o rest till ho establish, and till he 
make Jerusalem a praise in the earth,'* 
Isa. Ixii. 6, 7. We should in nowise hold 
our peac^,'*' till the righteousness there- 
of go forth as brightness, and the sal va- 
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tioD thereof aa a lamp that harneth ;" 
that is, till the church ia both reformed, 
and delivered from oppressing adversa- 
ries. In prayer we are to have regard to 
ourselves, to others, nay, to the I^ord him- 
self, and to Christ his Son. We are to 
beg that his name may be hallowed, from 
the rising of the san, to the going down 
of the same ; that his kingdom may come ; 
and that all on eartli may do his will, and 
submit unto the sceptre of his word. 

6. Another part of prayer is impreca- 
tion. — Some are such, that we are to de- 
sire the Lord would fight against them. 
The evil angels, we may pray that the 
Lord will rebuke them, and pull down 
that kingdom of darkness under which 
the most of men are held in bondage. Tn 
reference to men, we must be much upon 
oar guird against wishing them personal 
evil. David and the other prophets are 
not examples for us to follow in this mat- 
ter ; for they knew by a prophetic spirit 
God's intentions concerning the persons 
that they prayed against. The general 
rule which we ought to follow, is ihis ; 
'* But I say unto you, love your enemies ; 
blosa them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you ; pray for them that 
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despitefully use yon, and persecute yoa," 
(Matt. V. 44. ;) this is to resemble God, 
" who maketh his sun to rise on the eyil 
and the good." We are to beg rather 
the conversion than the confusion of our 
enemies ; and supposing they are impla- 
cable ^nd incorrigible, we must desire 
rather that tbe^ may be liindered from 
doing harm by their designs and power, 
than that harm may come to them. Kven 
when we f>ray against Anti-christ.whom 
we fine*, devoted in Scripture to destruc- 
tion, we must have no private grudge 
against the persons of any, but our eye 
must be fi.ved on Christ's honor, which 
Popery so much injures, and on the ad- 
vancement of his kingdom in the world. 
7. A seventh pnrt of prayer is, thanks- 
giving. — The Lord's prayer ends with a 
doxology, or giving honor unto God: 
*' For thine is the kingdom, and the pow- 
er, and the fflory, forever," Matt. vi. 13. 
To praise is to " speak with the tongues 
of angels." All the creatures that are 
visible, or mute, besides man ; < he is the 
world's high-priest,' that should offer this 
sacrifice of praise for ail ; * he is the 
tongue of tJie creation/ which should be 
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Bounding forth God's sroodness towards 
all. How much does the Lord let forth 
nnto U8 ! And shall wo deny him the 
revenue of praise ? H is mercies are with- 
out number, and his love without motive, 
and without measure : when praise is of- 
fered, he accounts himself glorified, Psal. 
I. 23. Therefore " in ever^ thing wo 
should give thanks, for this is ihe will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning us," 
1 These, v. Iti. Thus have I gone over 
the parts of prajer, and none of these 
parts are needless. 

In the second place, I am togive jou 
the several kinds of prayer. Prayer is 
two-fold f vocal, when the voice and 
heart are joined together ; mental| when 
the heart only is engaged. 

I shall speak first of yocal prayer, 
vrhen tongue and heart go together in 
this duty. 

There are several reasons why the 
tongue is to be made use of in prayer. 

1. With our tongues we are to honor 
God ; and when they are thus employed 
speaking to him, or of him, or for him, 
then they are our glory. As there are 
sins of the tongue, so duties of the tongue 
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too ; and as the ton^ae of the ffwearer, 
blasphemer, filthy and foolish talker, \s 
harsh and haiefu! to God, so the tongue 
of him that prays sincerely, is pleasnnt. 
Christ tells his spouse, that *' her voice 
was sweet, and her countenance come- 
ly." 

2. In praying with others, words are 
necessary. Some must be the mouth of 
the rest unto God. 

3. Words, especially Scripture Ian- 

Jruagc, heif) to excite and stir up the af* 
ections, and they serve to keep the heart 
more intent upon the duty. 

This vocal prayer is three-fi>ld ; first ^ 
prayer in the closet: secondly^ prayer in 
the family : thirdly^ prayer in the public 
congregation and assembly. Of all these 
I shall speak in order. 

I. Prayer in the closet. — Tlial secret 
prayer is tho Lord's ordinance, is very 
evident : " But thou, when thou prayest, 
enter into thy closet, and when then hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which 
is in secret," Matt. vi. 6. And a^ onr 
Lord gave this precept, so he is our ex- 
ample in regard of secret prayer : ** And 
in the morning, rising up a great while 
before day, he went out, and departed 
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into a solitary place, and there prayed," 
Mark i. 35. Jacob wan left alone, and 
wrestled with God, and had the nanne of 
Israel given him^ for as a prince he had 
power with God and prevailed. Gen. 
xxxii. 24. 28. Now if you would be fully 
informed what this wrestlinjj was, com- 
pare the forecited place with Hosea xii. 
3, 4. ** By his strength ho had power 
with God : yea, he had power ovf-r the 
angel," that is, the Angel of the covenant, 
** and prevailed : he wept and made sup- 
plication unto him." 

Now for the better managing of this 
sort of prayer, let these rules be observed 
diligently : 

1. Study privacy, be as secret as pos- 
sible, though we are not to be ashamed 
of any duty ; and though our light is to 
-shine before men, that they seeing our 
good works, may glorify our Father in 
heaven, yet a Christian is to do much 
out of the sight of others. As long as 
Crod's ear is open to the most whispering 
prayers, what need is there that any oth- 
er ear should hear a word which wo 
speak ? When there is a desire that men 
should take notice of oujr prayers, God 
takssno notice of them, unless of the 
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hypocrisy in them, to abominate them } 
therefore we have that caution from the 
Lord Jesus ; " And wlien thou prayest, 
thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are, 
for they love to pray standing in the syn- 
agogues, and hi the corners of the streets, 
that they may be seen of men. Verily, 
I say unto you, they have their reward," 
jyiatt. vi. 5. 

2. Take the fittest time for secret 
prayer. The morning especially is to be 
chosen, though once more in a day at 
least, it should be your ordinary practice 
to pour out your hearts in private before 
the Lord : " My voice shalt thou hear in 
the morning," says David, Psalm y. 3. 
*^ In the morning, O Lord, will I direct 
my prayer unto thee, and will look up." 
If the soul be serious in its address unto 
God, in the beginning of the day, it is 
likely to have the moie grace, and 
strength to resist temptations, ond to 
walk with God all the day long. It is 
better to be shorter in the evening duties, 
and larger in the morning ; then the 
spirits are fresher and more abundant, 
and the soul has not such clogs in its act- 
ings, as it meets with when the body i» 
■pent ^d tired. But if something un- 
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tronkbljF fell out, that you cannot pray 
It the fcUne you desire, and were wont, be 
•ure lay hold oF »mte other opportunity, 
and neglect not the duty altogether. 

3. Let lite word of God be looked in- 
to, and meditated on when prayer is 
made : Thi word will direct you, quicken 
and encourage you unto prayer. By the 
word, God speaks to you, as by prayer 
you speak to him ; if you regard not 
God's voice, how can you expect he 
should mind yours ? If you will not hear, 
and obey, he will not hear and grant what 
you requost of him. " The woid should 
dwell richly in you," Col. jii. l(j.; your 
delight should be in the law of the Lordy 
and in that law should yon meditate day 
and night. The Scriptures should be 
searched, which shows ihey are a depth, 
and all is not, at first looking into them,, 
discovered : *' You must seek here as for 
silver, and search here as for hid treasure, 
if you would understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find tlie knowledge of God.** 
How enlightening, bow enlivening, how- 
cleansing, and transforming is the Word 
of God ! bow sweet and desirable are the 
Lord's testimonies ! When the Spirit be- 
come! the expoeitmr of Scripture, and 
7 
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opena the evoB too, to behold wondroas 
things out of God's law, and affects the 
heart, O then there is such efficacy, profit, 
and sweetness as is be\ ottd comparison ! 
4. Be liberal in Ihis duty of secret 
prayer. Pray with an enlarged, and with 
« free spirit ; grudge not the time you 
spend here, for this is the best way of 
turning time unto a good account. Be 
sensible how guod it is to draw nigh to 
God, for the promise is, If you draw nigh 
to Gtid, he will draw nigh to you. '* Dr&w^ 
:]iigh to God, and ho will draw nigh to 
jrou ; cleanse your bands, yo sinners ; pu- 
rify your hearts, ye double-minded," Jam. 
IV. 8. Now God's drawing near implies 
his being reconciled to us ; his man- 
ifesting his power and grace for our help 
and supply. O therefore go unto God 
with a holy eagerness, who is so ready 
to meet you, and " to satiate the weary 
soul, and to replenish every sorrowful 
soul." We must be much and oflen with 
God, for this is the way to come to an 
acquaintance with him : and the better 
we arc acquainted with him, the more 
we shall l«»ve him, and be sensible of his 
love to us. Listen to what is said, Job zsii. 
^* ^* AeqoBUil&ow thyself withhiiB^Mid 
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beat peace; thereby good ihall cdmtl 
iinto\nee." 

5. In secret prayer, be very partic* 
ular. Ease your consciences by a partiC' 
idar enumeration of your iniquities, and 
the aggravations which have heightened 
tbem. Make known all your wants, be- 
fere that €rod, who has styled himself, 
** God All-sufficient *," fear not that the 
XiOrd will be weary of hearing, or be back- 
ward to give a ^racions return. When 
yon are alone with God, yovt may use the 
greater freedom of speech; this being 
particular, will contribute much unto 
your brokenness of heart, with which the 
Lord is well pleased, and also unto a sense 
of your manifold wants, and making of 
you meet to be supplied. 

6. Look after secret prayer: Stand 
upon your watch-tower, and observe what 
answer is siven. The merchant inquires 
after the snips that he sends to sea. When 
a petition is presented to a prince, you 
wait what answer will be returned. Be 
thus wise in prayer ; if you speed not, 
find out the impediment ; if you do speed, 
1>e encouraged to ezereisj niith in God, 
and to persist in prayer^ " Because he* 
luelli inclined fak ear «nto flier therefiNW' 
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will I otill upon him as lonir m I lii^/' 
■ays David, Fsalm czvi. 2. And let 
answers of prayer be matter of praiie, 
that Satan and conscience mav not ic* 
ease you of, and God may not be angry 
at, your inffralitude. 

Thus or the rules concerning secret 
prayer. Now follow the aigunients to 
persuade unto it. 

1. Consider, God sees in secret. — In 
secret places God sees ; for he fills both 
heaven and earth ; his omnipresence is an 
evident demonstration of his omniscience. 
As he cannot be confined to any^ place, so 
neither can he be excluded. " Ail things 
are open and naked before him," Heb. 
iv. 13. And as his seeing in secret is 
matter of terror to the ungodly, so of jov 
unto the righteous. David speaks both 
with wonder and with gladness, (Psalm 
czxxix. 7—10.) <« Whither shall I go 
from thy Spirit, or whither shall i fleo 
from thy presence ? If 1 ascend up into 
heaven thou art there ; if I make my bed 
in hell, behold, thou art there ; if 1 take 
the wings of the morning, and dwell in 
the uttermost part of the sea, even there* 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right 
hand aliallhald me." Jo what aeor^t 



ALL PftATlA. 



101 



corner soever you are, God if with yon ; 
til YOUT sighs and groans^ your complainti 
ana deaires are taken notice of. 

2. Frequency in secret prayer is a 
^reat argument of uprightness and sin- 
cerity. It is a sign you seek God himself) 
when none but God knows of your seek- 
ing htm. What the apostle speaks of the 
Jew, may be applied unto the Christian : 
He is not a Christian that is one outward- 
ly, but he that i^ one inwardly ; not so 
much openly, as in secret, llie praise 
of such is not of men but of God. 

3. Secret prayer is a maTVellotts way to 
thrive in grace, and to srow rich towards 
Gi)d. By this means l&ith will grow ez- 
eeedingly, love will abound, and our souls 
will prosper. Some tradesmen keep a 
shop and drive a trade there, and gain 
thereby ; but they have a secret way of 
trading, which is not observed, and by 
this they grow wealthy in a short space. 
A Christian that is mnch in secret with 
God, O how much does he gain ! How 

S»od does such an one find the Lord ! 
ow ready both to forgive, and to give ! 
And he can set his seal unto that truth, 
that << God is plenteous in mercy unto 
tbem that eall upon faino," Psalm IzzzvL 6. 
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4. Saoret prayer is a meant to fit l«r 
public ordinaDcea. — They that are matt 
upon their knees in the closet, will get 
moat benefit in the aanctuary. The pte- 
paration of the heart is from God, and he 
must in secret be sought unto, to fit our 
spirits for aolemn worship. Those thftt, 
before they come to hear, pray that the 
Gospel may come to them, not in word 
only, but m power also, and the Holj 
Ghost, and much assurance, these are 
likely to find the Gospel working effect- 
ually, and that it is the power of God to 
their salvation. Those that before they 
come to the table, examine themselves 
alone, beg that God would search them, 
and are importunate for strength against 
every corruption, for all the fraits of 
Christ's Bufferings ; for' all the graces of 
the Spirit ', are not likely to be sent away 
empty. 

5. Secret prayerls a means to keep the 
impression of public duties upon the heart, 
afler the duties themselves are ended. 
Your work is not over when public ordi- 
nances are over. Has any sin been dis* 
covered and reproved ? You must go in 
secret, and bewail it, and cry out, ' Lordy 
let not this nor any iniquity have the do- 
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mJAion over me.' Has eny duty been 
made man i lest ? you should go in secret 
And cry, *' Incline my heart unto ihy tcs' 
timonies, and make me to ^o in the path 
of thy commandments." flave any gra- 
cious and holy resolutions^by the motions 
of the Spirit with the word, been made? 
you must ([o alone and beg, * Keep this, 
O Lord, for ever in the imagination of 
the thoughts of my heart, and establish 
my heart unto thee.' 

6. Secret praj^er is the way to have 
special tokens of God's love, and those 
joys that a stranger does not intermeddle 
with. Oh the sweet meltings and thaw- 
ings of the heart for sin, as it is an abuse 
to mercy, that arc experienced in secret 
prayer ! Oh the visits that the great Phy- 
sician of souls does then make t How 
suitably and gently does be deal with the 
wounded spirit 1 What assurance does 
he give, that he will in no wise cast out, 
but give rest unto the weary and heavy- 
laden ! Oh what peace is spoken to the 
saints in answer to prayer ! what sweet 
intimations arc given, and sometimes 
what a rich and full persuasion of their 
interest in that love, which is unchange- 
able and everlaaiing ! Surely '* the w- 
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eret of the Lord \a with then that fimr 
him, and he will show them his eovenant." 

7. Consider, God will reward openly. 
This argument Christ uses (Matt, vi.6.) 
to enforce secret prayer : " Thy Father 
which seeth in secret shall reward tiiee 
openly." As all secret wickedness shall 
Atiast be detected and punished, so ail 
secret piety and godliness shall be made 
manifest before the whole world at the 
judgment day, and the reward will be ex- 
ceeding great and everlasting. 

So much, then, concerning prayer in 
the closet. 

II. Prayer in the family is to be insist- 
ed on. And that family prayer is a duty, 
may be evidently proved by these arga- 
ments. 

1. The apostle in the text enjoins all 
prayer, and family prayer is one kind that 
holy men have used. Joshua resolves, 
that he and his house would serve the 
Lord ; and prayer is so principal a part 
of divino service, that in Scripture it is 
sometimes put for the whole. " Then 
began men to call upon the name of the 
Loid ;" that is, in a mote public manner 
to worship him. So of Cornelius it is 
■aid, ** that he feared God with all hie 
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kottte, ftnd prayed unto the Lord alwayf /' 
Acts X. 2. 

2. Parents are called to bring up their 
children in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, to teach them in the way 
wherein they ought to go, and to be a 
pattern to them of the discharge of every 
Christian duty. But how can they more 
effectaaliy furnish them with such an ex- 
ample, than by bowing their knees along 
with them before the throne of grace, 
and imploring in their presence the best 
of blessings upon them ? Few things are 
more calculated to impress the miuds of 
children and of servants, than hearing 
these prayers of the head of the family ; 
and where they are seconded by a con- 
sistent example, a signal blessing has of- 
ten accompanied them. 

3. The family stands in need of bless- 
ings, which they are to beg for together, 
and to deprecate family evils. And for 
encouragement Christ has promised that 
where '* two or three are gathered togeth- 
er in his name, he will be in the midst of 
them." Now, in family duties two or 
three are gathered together in Christ's 
name, and his piesenee may, without pre* 
•ainption, be expected. 
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4. Wrath is threatened upon prayerbea 
families. ^' Pour out tby fury opon the 
families that call not upon thy naino/* 
Jer. X. 35. f j^rant indeed that the ¥rord 
families is of such a latitude, that it ex- 
tends unto countries and kingdoms ;but 
if there be an oblifration upon countiies 
and kingdoms to join in calling upon God, 
surely then fiimilies more strictly taken, 
are in nowise exempted. 

Having proved family prayer a duty, I 
shall lay down some directions as to the 
performance of it. 

1. Be sensible that prayer is a business 
of greater concernment than any worldly 
business whatsoever. You are indeed to 
be diligent to your callings that are par- 
ticular ; but your general callings are of 
greatest weight. The general calling is 
that which all are called to : and what are 
all called to ? They are called to serve 
and glorify God, and to work out their 
own salvation. Prayer is a part of your 
homage to the King7>f heaven. Much 
spiritual and eternal benefit is to bo ob- 
tained by it, therefore do it not as a bye- 
business*, neither let every small matter 
cause the omission of it. 
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2. Belieye that anccefi in your call- 
ings depends upon the Lord's blessing. 
''The blessing of the Lord roaketn 
rkb/' sajs Solomon, ^* and he addeth no 
Borrow with it," Prov. x. 22. With 
this it is in Tain to rise up early, and to 
nt up late, and eat the bread of careful- 
ness. Now praj^er for this blessinff is 
the way to fetch it. I grant indeed that 
many thrive in the world without pray- 
er ; but then wealth is a curse and a 
snare to them ; it is a weight that hin- 
ders them from Ascending into the hiU 
of the Lord, and helps to sink them into 
destruction and perdition. 

3. Let prayer be ordinarily twice 
a-day, as under the old law there was a 
morning and evening sacrifice ; and let 
the whole family join in it if it be pos- 
sible, since there are none but need pray- 
er, and may receive advantage by it. 

4. Let the Word of God be read when 
prayer is made, that not only you, but 
your households ailer you, iQfj be ac- 
quainted with the mysteries of the gos- 
pel, and with the will of God. Abraham 
communicated what he had learned from 
the Lord unto his family ; he used hie 
authority, ** and commanded his children, 
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and hig household after him, to keepth« 
way of the Lord," Gen. xviii. 19. 

5. Take heed of customarinesSf and 
formality in family worehip ; engage al- 
ways with a serioas spirit, and in every 
duty stir up yourselves to take hold on 
God. 

I conclude with the motives to per- 
suade you to family prayer. 

1. You that are governors . have a 
charge of the souls that dwell under yont 
roof, and must answer for them. There- 
fore you are to pray with them, to pray 
for them ; else you will incur the ffuift 
of the blood of souls, and that will lie 
heavy. You provide food for your house- 
holds, for you are unwilling it should be 
said, you are so much worse than infi- 
dels, as to suffer any to starve that dwell 
with yon. Oh what unmercifulnera is 
it patiently to suffer those of your house- 
hold to go on in the way that leads to 
damnation; and not to call upon the 
Lord, in their hearing, that they may be 
saved ! 

2. Families are the seminaries both of 
church and state ; and therefore as you 
desire the church may be pure, and the 
state ^ighteo^^, look well nnto your fiun* 



ALL l*KATB«.- 100 

iliM ; and let religion flouriih in them. 
Befbrmation indeed mast begin at per' 
sons ; and if every one would mend onei 
all would be reformed. But from per- 
sons it must proceed iu houses: And if 
these ^eie once leavened with godliness, 
what holy cities, and what an nappy na- 
tion woald there be ! 

3. Consider, family worship has been 
woofally neglected of late in these de- 
clining times. How many largo con- 
Bciences, loose prmciplesi and loose prac- 
tices, are .there to be found among us ! 
We match Laodicea in lukewarm ness > 
and what was said of languishing Sardis, 
may be applied to us, that we liave " a 
name to live, but are dead." In many 
families all are dead as a stone, and tliere 
ie a most impious and irross ne^^lect of God 
and duty ; and in other families all are 
ready to die ; lively services are rarely 
to be found. O it is high time to awake, 
and vigorously to endeavor, that in our 
houses the Lord may be served by all, 
and that with all their heart, and all their 
■oul, and all their mind, and all their 
■Irength. 

Thus much on the subject of family 

prayer. 
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ni. Prayer in the public congfregation 
and aflsemoly is to be spoken ot. God*8 
temple of old was styled the *' house of 
prayer/* because there his people met 
together to seek his face. Public prayer 
is a grreat ordinance, and- when rightly 
managed, of sreat efficacy. 

Now the rules concerning public pray- 
er are these. 

1. These prayers must be performed 
in a known tongue, that all may nndef- 
stand and be edified, (1 Cor. ziv.) ; and 
they should be well expressed ; nothing 
that is crude, unseemly, or that borders 
upon nonsenso or impropriety, should be 
brought forth in the assembly. 

2. Come at the very begmning. To 
come late, is both offensive to God, and 
to serious spirits ; and it is to cheat and 
defraud your own souls. And when you 
are there, let your gesture be reverend ; 
for God expects worship and adoration 
from your whole man ; internal from the 
soul, and external from the bod^. 

3. Take heed of distraction, when there 
are so many objects to divert you, and 

Sour hearts are so exceeding slippery. 
Lemember God*s jealous eye is £zed up- 
on you ; and as he cannot be doo^ived, eo 
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h$ cMinot endure to be moeked bj yon, 
Oal. vi. 6. 

4. Take heed of carnal desigfM in your 
]Kiblic duties. Let not your suppltcatione 
be like thr>«eof tbe Pharisees and Scribes, 
of whom Christ says, t^ey made *' pray- 
ers only for a pretence and show," Luke 
zz. 47. The hypocrites are like the birds 
•f prey, which though they soar never 
so ht|rh towards heaven, yet their eye is 
still downward, that they may catch 
something. Be not seemingly devout in 
the congregation, that you may the more 
ansttspectedly be unjust in your shops^ 
and secretly intemperate and unclean. 
But be very sincere in your public ad- 
dresses unto God ; as knowing you have 
to do with him that sees not as man sees, 
that judges not according to outward ap- 
pearance, but tries the heart and reins. 

And, to persuade you to this pablio 
prayer, consider, 

1. God is hereby acknowledged and 
honored. His people hereby testify to 
the world, that there is a Lord in heaven, 
whom they worship, and from whom they 
have their ezpeetation And indeed this 
woa» reasen of pablio institutionsi that 
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we may make a profesii<m to the wid 
whose we are and whom we serve. 

2. The Lord vouchetafes something to 
his people in the sanctuary, that else- 
where is not to be found. David w*8 in 
an admirable frame when he was in the 
wilderness of Judah: God waa liberal 
to him both of grace and comfort ; but 
he was not satisfied, because deprived of 
the public ordinances that were admin- 
istered in the tabernacle; therefore he 
cries out, '^ My soul thirsteth for thee, 
my flesh longeth £iy thee, Ur see thy 
power and thy glory so as I have seen 
tliee in the sanctuary," Psalm Uiii. 1, 2. 

3. The united prayers of many saints 
together, are stronger, and more apt to 
prevail. Much fire together gives the 
greater heat, and many waters joined, 
run with more violence ', and in like 
manner, when a great congregation 
joins together as one man to wrestle with 
God in prayer, how successful are they 
likely to be ! Abraham alone had like 
to have prevailed for Sodom ; but sup- 
pose there had been as assembly of right- 
eous ones belonging to Sodom that had 
joined with Abraham in prayer, suxely 
the city had been spared 
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I have de0pateh«d ▼ocal prayer, which 
I dirided inta three kiods, secret, family) 
and public. 

In the second place, I come to apeak 
of mental prayer, when the heart alofitt 
without the tongne is en^a^ed. Now this 
mental prayer is two-fold : First, more 
solemn *, and secondly, more sudden and 
ejaculatory. It is lawful and possible^ 
pray alone with the heart in a more sol» 
emn manner, and truly in some placet 
and in some circumstances, words may 
not be so convenient to be uttered ; bat 
where it is convenient words should be 
ttsed, beoause it is difficult tor pray any 
while only in the -heart, and do it with* 
out roving. 

Bm mental prayer, that ii more stid- 
den and ejaculatory, I shall a little dilate 
upon. In this kind of prayer, the soul lifts 
up itself to God, in some short desire or 
request. Thus *^ Moses cried untd God," 
Exod. xiv. 15. and yet we read not of a 
word uttered. Thus Nehemiah prayed, 
when king Artaxences was speakinsr to 
him; Neh. ii. 4. These holy ejaeUlationtf 
ore the t«ry breathings of the new trea« 
ttirtt ; ifaey mirhtily help to keep dowtf 
ike loitiBjMf efftiie flesh, atid to preisrftf 
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US nnipotted by the world, or the unclean 
god of it ; bat the heart hereby is kept 
close to the God of heaven. 

Concerning this mental ejaculatory 
prayer, let these directions be observed. 

1. Let the heart frequently be sending 
np desires to God. All trae desires tre 
observed, are pleasing to him, and shall 
be satisfied ; let these desires therelore 
be strong, and principally after the great- 
est, that is to say, spiritual blessings. 

2. In all your civil employments, let 
your hearts ever and anon be thus en- 
gaged ; this will make and keep you spir- 
itual ; it will hinder your estrangement 
from God, and your being ensnared by 
the unrighteous mammon. 

3. Let every temptation at the very 
first be resisted by this kind of prayer : 
thus, " watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into iemptation," Matt. xzvi. 41. O sigh 
and groan to the God of all grace, when 
you find Satan assaulting, and a sinful 
and deceitful heart ready to yield, that 
you may have " grace to help in time of 
need," fieb. iv. 

4. Let this prayer begin and end every 
^iJ'} sigh before for assistance, and 
sigh afterwards for acceptance, and that 
infirmities, through Christ Jesus, may be 
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^BMed by; and that yon may obtain 
•ooNs spirilaal advantage by every ordU 
nance. 

5. Begin and end every day with men- 
tal prayer. As soon as ever you awake, 
there are many watching* for your first 
tbouffhts; Satan, and sin, and the world 
will have them, if your souls are not 
lifted up to the Lord. Let him be last 
likewise in your thougiits ; this :s the 
way to lie down in peace and safety, 
Psalm iv. 

6. Especially upon the Sabbath-day, 
ejaculatory prayer should be abundant ; 
you must not then think your own 
thout(hts^ nor find your own pleasures. 
Holy desires should issue forth continu- 
ally. Sabbaths would be gainful seasons 
indeed, were' they but thus improved. 

7. Mix mental prayer and praise to- 
gether. Lot your souls, and all that ii 
within you, bless the Lord upon any man- 
ifestation of his goodness, while you de- 
sire blessings from him. 

And thus have I gone over the parts 
and kinds of prayer. Much work indeed 
I have told ytiu of, but the more work 
the better ; for the more grace is to be 
expected in order onto the performing of 
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what is required. I shall conclude with 
a very brief application in two worda^ 

1. How shaiply are they to be reprov- 
ed, and how melancholy is their coodi^ 
tion, who, instead of praying with all 
prayer, use no prayer, but live in the 
total neglect of this duty ? 

2. Let the disciples of Christ be per- 
suaded to pray with all prayer. All 
prayer that God has appointed, he is 
ready to hear. In all prayer the name of 
Christ must be used, as it is only for his 
sake we can expect acceptance -, and the 
promises of God, which arc sure, exceed* 
ing great and precious, may be pleaded ; 
and iiow glad may we be that the Lord 
has appointed so many successful ways of 
seeking him, wherein he has consulted 
the variety of our conditions and neces- 
sities ! So much for the . second doc- 
trine. 



SUPPLICATION IN THE SPIRIT. 

Prajer when rightly performed, is snp* 
plication in the Spirit. Indeed, all onf 
worship of God, who is a spirit, ** omst 
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be in spirit and in trnth/' else it is in fact 
no^worship. As the body withoat the 
spirit is dead, so daties without spirit are 
dead niso. 

Jn the handling of this point, I shall, 
fi.rstj open to 3*011. What it \s to pray in 
the spirit : secondly ^ Lay down the rea- 
sons of the doctrine : thirdly^ Answer 
some cases of conscience about praying 
in the spirit : Lastly^ Make application. 

First, Whs-t it is to pray in the spirit. 
This, as I have already intimated, refbrs 
both to the spirit of him that piays, and 
also to the Spirit of God, who helps to 
pray.' 

(1.) This praying in the spirit refers 
unto the spiiit of him that prays, and 
several things are here included. 

1. To pray with our spirit, implies, to 
pray with understanding. ^* I will pray 
with the spirit, and I will pray with the 
understanding also," 1 Cor. xiv. 15. We 
must not only understand the' words that 
are spoken, but also, and that principally, 
the worth of those things which we peti- 
tion for ; we must likewise in some mea- 
sure be acquainted with the all-sufficien- 
py and faithfulness of that God whom we 
pray to, and with our own indigency that 
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are the petitioners. The Athenians had 
an altar dedicated " to the unknown 
God ;" and Ihey are said '* ignorantly to 
woruhip him \' and truly all their wori^hip 
degenerated into superstition. We munt 
know tJie Lord and ourselves, what his 
promises and our own needs are, else 
prayer will be af-no account. 

2. To pray with our spirit, implies to 
pray wilJi judirtnent, discernuig between 
tilings that differ. There is as vast a dif* 
ference between sin and holiness, as there 
is between deformity and beauty : There 
is as vast a difference between the crea- 
tureand the Creator, as there is between 
the *' broken cisterns that can iiold no 
water," and " the fountain of living 
waters." " Be astonished, O ye heavens 
at this, and be horribly afraid ; be ye very 
desolate, (saith the Lord.) for my people 
have committed two evils, they have tor- 
faken me, the Fountain of living waters, 
and hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns that can hold no water." Theie 
is as vast a difference between a state 
of gr.acc and a state of wrath, as there is 
between heaven and hell. Now he that 
prays, must be apprehensive of all this ; 
and a believing apprehension of it, will 
make him earnest tor the loving kindness 
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of the Lord, and that he may taste more 
and more of the Fountain of living 
waters, and be cleansed from all defile- 
ments. 

3. To pray with our spirits implies, to 
pray wiih intention of mind. Abraham 
drove away the fowls that did light upon 
his sacrifice ; and so should we drive 
away the imperlinent, and sinful, and 
troublesome thoughts that arise, or are 
injected into our hearts, when we engage 
in prayer. Our hearts cannot wander m 
the least, but thoy arc espied by him, 
whose * name is jealous.' We should 
therefore desire that the Lord himbclf, 
who holds the wind in his hand, would 
seize upon our more unruly hearts, and 
keep tliem close to himself in duty, es- 
pecially considering there are some kinds 
of distractions that nullify and mako void 
prayer; distractions that arc not regard- 
ed, not lamented, not watched, or striven 
ag:iinst. 

4. To pray with our spirits, implies, to 
pray with spiritual afiections. The af- 
fections are the wings of the soul } and 
the soul is carried either to or from any 
thing, according as the afiections are in- 
clined. The apostle, exhorting to seek 
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tbo things that ate above » presently adds, 
" Set your affection on things above," 
Col. iii. 1. 2., intimating, we shall never 
seek the thlhgs above in good earnest, 
unless our affections be placed on them. 
Those affefctions that have evil for their 
object, must spend their strength upon 
sin, which is the worst of all evils. Sin 
must be hated most perfectly ; sin must 
cause the deepest sorrow ; sin must be 
most feared ; and against sin the heart 
should^ise with the grestest indignation. 
Those affections that have good for their 
object, as love, desire, and the like, 
should run with a full stream towards 
God, and those great things that are 
brought to light by the gospel, and pro- 
mised in the covenant of grace. The 
stronoer and more spiritual our affections 
are in prayer, the belter success will ibl- 
low : It is said of Judah, (2 Chron. xv. 
15.) that they '* sought the Lord with 
their whole desire, and he was found of 
them." 

(2 ) This praying in the Spirit, refers 
to the Spirit of God who helps to pray. 
The Apostle Judo exhorts to build up 
ourselves on our most holy faith, and to 
pray «* in the Holy Ghost/* Jude 90. ; 
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and so to keep ourselves in the love of 

God ; looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jeeus Christ unto eternal life. Now the 
operation, or working of the Spirit of 
God in prayer, i shall explain in these 
particulars. 

1. The Spirit of God teaches believers 
what to pray for ; he opens their eyes to 
understand the Word, and to know what 
the will of the Lord is. "We know 
not/' (says the npostle) " what we should 
pray fur as we ought, but the Spirit 
maketh intercession for the saints ac- 
cording to the will of God/' Rom. viii. 
27. 

2. The Spirit removes impediments to 
prayer ; he turns that love, that natural- 
ly is in the heart to sin, into hatred ; he 
causes the world that was idolized to be 
contemned ; ho* cures that infidelity, in 
reference to the excellency of spiritual 
things, that the unrenewed soul i» full of; 
as also that enmity against God and holi- 
ness, which was in the mind all the while 
it was carnal. ** Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty," 2 Cor. iii. 17. ; 
the fetters arc knocked off, the clogs re- 
moved, the soul is brought out of prison, 
and is made free,' both unto the perform* 



122 suppLiCATioir Iff 

ance of duty, and free in the peiformaaee 
of it. 

3. The Spirit encourages unto prajer ; 
he lets believers understand, that *' now 
is the accepted time, that now is the day 
of salvation." Wherefore, he saitii, I 
have heard thee in a time accepted, and 
in a day of salvation have I succoured 
thee ; behold, now is the accepted time, 
behold, now is the day of salvation," 
2 Cor. vi. 2. Though the Lord shoald 
have been sought much sooner, yet it is 
not too late to seek him now ; he will be 
found by the hearty seeker ; such seeking 
sbali not be in vain : " But if from thence 
thou shall seek the Lord thy God, thou 
shalt find him, if thou £eek him with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul." Deut. 
iv. 2S). 

4. The Spirit enables believers to exer- 
cise those graces that are required in 
prayer. There are four graces especial- 
ly that should be exercised, i:lumiUty, 
Faitli, Love, Patience. 

]. Humility. The Lord has a special 
regard to the humble ; whereas the proud 
he knows afar off, and has threatened to 
resist the proud. The humble soul has 
high and awful appreheAsioiui of God in 
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payer, and mean, very mean thoughts of 
itnelf. Abraham was humble when he 
said, *^ Behold, I have taken upon me to 
q>eak unto t|ie Lord, who am but dust 
and ashes." Job was humble when he 
laid, " Mine eyes seeth thee, wherefore 
I abhor myself." The go(»d angels them- 
lelves are humble, though never in the 
least offenders. The cherubim " cover 
their faces with their wings, and cry out, 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts, the 
whole earth is filled with his glory." How 
vile then should we be in our own eyes 
who by our guilt are so obnoxious ; who 
have so many foul spots and stains upon 
our souls, which are the effects of sin, 
nay, whose very '* righteousnesses are 
but as filthy rags.^" Isa. Ixiv. 6. 

2. Faith is to be exercised in prayer ; 
and truly we may come with confidence 
to the throne of grace, if wc consider the 
power of God, which ia not only most 
mighty, but almighty. " T am God Al- 
mighty," saith the Lord to Abraham, the 
father of the faithful. He can do more 
for us than we can desire should be done 
for us. Nothing is too hard for him ; 
and although ail other helps fail, he needs 
them not: his arm, when alona^ can 
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hrmg salyation. Thii power of God nay 
safely be relied on, for he is also full of 
mercy. " God hath spoken once, twice 
have I heard this, that power belongeth 
unto God, also unto thee belongeth mer- 
cy." Psalm Ixii. David was encouraged 
by this in his supplications, Psalm xxi. 6. 
" Rembembcr, O Lord, thy tender mer- 
cies and thy loving kindnesses, for they 
have been ever of old." And we have 
cot only an intimation of God's merciful 
nature, but in his covenant, he has prom- 
mised to show mercy, for this he delights 
in ; and Christ is the Mediator of this 
covenant, so that is most sure. Hear the 
apostle, Heb. viii. 10. 12. " This is the 
covenant that I will make, saith the 
Lord, 1 will put my laws into their mind, 
and write them in their hearts; and I 
will be to them a God, and they shall be 
to me a people ; for 1 will be merciful to 
their unrighteousness, and their sins, 
and iniquities will I remember no more." 
3. Love is to be exercised in prayer. 
There must be a love to our neighbor, 
and they must from the heart be forgiven, 
who have trespassed against us. "Shall 
we think much of a few pence, when we 
are debtors many thousand talents ? But 



THE •PIltlT. 125 

principally, there mmt be love to the 
Loid expressed in prayer; his favor, 
and fellowship with him must be longed 
for ; the soul must thirst for God, for the 
living God, as the chased hart after the 
water-brooke. And when he does mani- 
fest himself, he must be rejoiced and de- 
lighted in, and his grace admired, what- 
ever is received. 

4. Patience is also to be exercised in 
prayer. There must be a patient waiting 
in this duty, a right understanding of 
God's wisdom and ftithfulness ; that he 
knows what, and when to give, and will 
do it in the best time and measure, will 
be a great means to cure our over-hasti- 
ness. David Is to be imitated, who said^ 
'* I waited patiently for the Lord," and 
he lost nothing by it ; for it follows, *' He 
inclined his ear unto me, and heatd my 
cry." These are the graces which the 
Spirit enables believers to exercise in 
prayer. 

5. The Spirit directs believers unto 
Christ, as the alone prevailing advocate. 
We are said to have access to the Father, 
by the Spirit, and throaghthe Son, Eph. 
ii. 16. The Spirit leads us to Christ M 
the Mediator, who ie the way unto CM. 
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The Spirit showsi that God having given 
Christ, has opened, through him, the 
treasures of his grace, and tor his saiie 
will give freely all things. The Spirit 
still IS turning the eye of the believer to- 
wards the Lord Jesus, and in prayer in- 
structs us how to improve his relation to 
us, who is bone of our bone, fLesh uf our 
flesh, and is become a head und husband 
to us -f how to improve his sufferings, by 
which all that we need has been procur- 
ed f how to improve his intercession, 
wliich, as it is incessant, so it is never de- 
nied; and, finally, how to improve his 
power and authority, for he can do what 
he will, both in heaven and in earth. He 
is the Prince of Peace, and the Lord of 
life and glory : he can give peace, and 
lite, and glory to whom he pleaseth. 

6. The Spit it makes believers sincere 
in their aims when they pray. I'hey de- 
sign the hallowing and honoring of God's 
name, as well as their own welfare. They 
beg for pardon and grace, not only be- 
cause it IS good tor themselves to have 
these, but likewise, because the Lord glo- 
rifies his grace, and mercy, and goodness, 
in forgiving, and healing, and saying 
those that cry to him. 
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Thus you see what it is to pray in the 
spirit ; and conseqaenlly it does not lie 
barely, either in fluency of utterance, or 
ia variety of expressions, or in multitude 
of words. 

Now follow the reasons of the doctrine, 
and they are of two sorts : First, W hy 
coir own spirits should engage in prayer. 

1. Because God is a Spirit. Our Lord 
assigns this as a reason why worshi|t 
should be in spirit, because God is a 
Spirit, who is worshipped. 

2. He principally requires our spirit. 
** My son, give me thiue heart," rrov. 
xxiii. 26. And truly he does narrowly ob* 
serve where our hearts are, when we are 
at prayer ; and no wonder, for our spirits 
are most capable of serving him. To 
admire, fear, love, trust in liini, these are 
the principal ways of worshipping him, 
and this is done with the heart. 

3. Without our spirits, prayer is but a 
mockery. If the Lord is honored with 
the ifioutb, and the heart be far from him, 
God says, ** In vain do they worship me, 
and I will not hold them guililess." And 
this you may observe, that when our 
hearts are not engaged in prayer, they 
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are commanded b^^the Lord's Enemies : 
Sin, the world, and Satan, do detain them. 

The second scr^ of reasons are, Why 
we must pray by the help of the Spirit 
of God. His assistance is necessary. 

1. Because of our darkness. We of 
ourselves know not God, nor his w^ill, 
nor our own greatest needs, nor wherein 
lies our great interest and truest happi- 
ness. 

/ 3. Because of our deadnesB. Active we 
are as to sin, but unto prayer indisposed. 
The dead man must be lifted and carried, 
for of himself he cannot stir. We that 
naturally are without strength, nay, with- 
out life, cannot lifl up our souls to God, 
unless the Spirit lift them up to him. 

3. Because of the opposition that is 
made by the evil one. When we come 
to the mercy-seat, the devil makes noth- 
ing of taking the right hand of us ; he is 
ready to resist us, as he did Joshua the 
high-priest, Zee. iii. 1. ; and we are not 
able to withstand him, unless the Spirit 
of God, who is infinitely stronger, rebuke 
him for us. 

4. The Spirit's assistance li necessary 
in prayer, because of that natural aTerte- 
aess in our own hearts unto what is good. 
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Whereas we should hate the eTil, and 
love Ihe good ; we liate the go id, and love 
ike evil ; iiiy, in tiiu very be^l, there in a 
law in the members, which wurs against 
the law uf liie niind, and evil is prunent. 
If the Spirit were not aUo mightily and 
graciously present, there would he an ut- 
ter in-'ibiliiy a^t to prayer, or any duty 
which God requires. 

In the third pUco, I am to answer some 
cas>esof consciuuce cuneeruing the spirit 
of prayer. 

1. Whether all believers have the spirit 
of prayer ? 

1 aiiswer, that all true believers have? 
this spirit ; for the spirit of grace, which 
all saints have received, is also a spirit of 
supplication, Zech. zii. 10. ; and the aposr 
tie expressly says, *' it any man liave not 
the spirit ot Christ, he is none»of his." 

2. Whether only believers have the-, 
spirit of prayer .'* 

1 answer, Th& spirit of prayer is pecu- 
liar to bulievers; for where the Holy 
Ghost dqi^s help the heart to pray, he 
cleanses the heart from what before de- 
filed it, and turntt the heart and the desires 
of it towards God -, so that this is now 
its language, " Whom have I in heave nr 
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bat thee ? and there is hone on earth t 
desire besides ihee/* Psalm Ixxiii. 25. 
'A. Wlietlier the Hpir:t of prhyer mi^ 

1 aitiiWor, That ih'.? Sikirit niav he gt'icv^ 
•ed bj <i\if u»fruplit»n8 when Ihuy pievilil^ 
•RiiJ U^hen ihey ^row rilnUtful and hi?ed- 
)ess how We enter into ternptation ; bnd 
buinur grieved, may withdhiW hij qnick-> 
enincj^ and at^f^istmtr influences. But the 
Spirit is never quite hist hy ih6sc that 
have been truly renewed by him. He 
■** abide* tbre1^er" where he bfkfe con&ecrat-' 
ed any to be his temple, John xiv. IC. 
David aftiithis fall, Siys, ** l^estore tinto 
me the joy of^hy saltatio^n/'tiD show that 
his joy 'W6» lo6t ; but be pfay.s, " take not 
thy hnly Spirit fVdni tne," to sijrnify that 
the Spitil was not quite departed, though 
that departure was deserved and feared. 

4. May ndt persons excel in the gifl r.f 
prayer, thai yet are void of the spirit f 

I answer in the affirmative. 1'hefrifLof 
prayer may only servo to puff op profes- 
sors with pride. How are such pleased 
in reflecting upon the repute they haVe 
l^ained by iheir enlargedness in express- 
ion ! And this pride is not checked, is not 
bborrcd. The words of prayer inaj be 
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vatod, m^ k carnal, worldly dtmgn ear« 
riecl on. Hypocrites aim at an emineney 
iA ^'idity that they may pars for godly ; 
md under the cloalt of religion, cover 
their wickodnosH; and in their most en* 
lar^red supplications they aim at their 
own profit or fame ; and are prodigiou.-ly 
destitute of tiio fear ol God. It is certain 
the gifl of prayer may be in the unsound 
hearted \ ror even the i;ift of prophecy, 
which the apostle prefers before other 
gifts, we find in wicked men. " ManF 
will say unto me in that day, Lord, Lora, 
have we not prophesied in thy name f 
Then will I profess unto them,* I never 
knew you ; depart from me, ye worker* 
of iniquity," Matt. vii. 22, 23 

5. May not some that have the spirit 
of prayer be very weak in the gifl ot ut- 
terance ? I answer, yes : Tuero wai 
much of the spirit of prayer in Heaekiah, 
when he ** chattered like a crane or iwaU 
low, and mourned like a dove.*' Isa. 
zizviii. 14. The Lord regards not so much 
tJie expression as aflbction ; and the heart 
may be sincere in its desires, when, not 
only because of the streugth of tlioee de« 
tires, but also through coafusioni ther« 
wanU ittlafftiic*. £et not th«M th«r«« 
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fore that are bat weak in expression Be 
discouraged ; lor tlie heart may highlf 
value mercy and ffrace, and obtain Dots 
when prayer is butiisped, and slammerod 
forth by the tongue, fiiow follows tke 
application. 

Ifse 1. Of reproof, which belongs, 
1. To those who pray in form, bill 
whoso heart and spirit pray not witk 
them. They put the Lord off with the 
bended knees, ^the stretchedforth hands, 
the lifted-up eyes, the labor of the lips, 
the fruit of their invention ; but all this 
while their hearts are not with him, 
and their affections run astray after theii 
Taniiles and iniquities. The prayers of 
SU^h dis^iemblers aie dead prayers, and 
imly a^A to be numbered among their 
dead works i and their prayers not being 
miiidecl by themselves, how should God 
have regard to ^hcm, unless it be to hatei* 
^fld punish ih^m? 

JS. Thev are to \m reproved, who make 
tight of the Spirit of God, and of his as* 
sistance in this duty of praver. Thev 
Account the aid of the Holy Ghost, a need- 
Jess, a notional, and imaginary thing, 
Buoh never kn^w wb^t it is to wresti* 
9lpyiG9a« whi^MliAto ' 
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aiid be, m it were, in travmil, till the blee* 
sings begged for are obtained. O how im* 

Eotisible is it thai nature sh'juld rige ibue 
igh, till the Spirit do renew and elevate 
it! 

Use 2. Of trial, whether we have the 
eplrit of prayer or not ? And this may 
be discerned by these following signs. 

1. Those that have the spirit of pray* 
er, by the Spirit have been convinced of 
sin ; John xvi. 8. He has discovered sin, 
broken their hearts for it, and it is now 
become a load to then^, though, before, 
they loved it never so extremely. Before 
ihey hid sin, now they lay it open in 
prayer ; before they excused it, now they 
aggravate it, and judge themselves 
worthy of hell and wrath, because of it. 

2. Those that have the spirit of pray* 
er, are made to look unto Christ cruci* 
fied. '' I will pour out upon the house 
of David, and the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem, the spirit of supplication: Then 
ehall they look upon him whom they have 
pierced, and mourn for him, and be in 
bitiernesa as one is in bitterness for the 
loss of a first-born," Zech. xii. 1 0. Christ 
crucified is looked upon by such with a 
weeping eye, because their sin was ik^ 
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oauM of hif ffafferin^rs ; and with an 9j9 
of dependence, for all their ezpectatioB 
of g^race, and peace, and life, ia through 
Jiiin atone. 

3. They that have the spirit of prayer, 
are earnest for the froits and graces of 
the spirit ; that love, joy, peace, long- 
sofieriug, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance, all which the 
apostle enamerates, Gal. v. 22, 23. may 
he in them and abound; and the^ artt 
restless in prayer for the mortification of 
the deeds of the flesh, for they consider 
what is said, Rom. viii. 13, *< if ye live 
afler the flesih, ye shall die ; hot if ye 
through the Spirit do mortify the deeida 
of the body ye shall live.*' 

4. They that have the spirit of prayer, 
are enabled to go unto God as unto a 
father. " And because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the spirit of his Son into 
vour hearts, crying, Abba, Father," Gal. 
IV. 6. Not but that donbts and fears may 
be in tb(»se that have the spirit ; «vitn«s« 
the Psalmist, who cried out, " Will tho 
Lord cast off for ever ; and will he be 
favorable no more ? Is his mercy clean 
gone for ever ; doth his promise fail for 
•vormoreP Hath God forgoUaa to b« 
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tender mercies P** Psalm Ixxvii. 7 — 9, 
Bin at leritftii, and truly it may bet \"tm 
before, faith j^ets the better of uiibeliel! 
Irlanj that are the cliiidnm of God can- 
not always call him Father ; yet even 
then thoy go to him, and are ni»t quite 
beat off trom hini ; and there is a secret 
trust, that he has some gracious res|>ect 
to them ; and by this thoy are encour- 
aged still to persist in prayer. 

Use 3. Of exhortation Prize and 
TahR» the spirit of prayer* As without his 
help you cannot pray to any purpose ; so 
he can make prayer nii||[htily prevailingr. 
The Spirit will create an holy boldness 
in your access to the throne of ffraco ; he 
will enlarge your hearts in tiiis duty ; 
which enlargements are not without 
sweetness and great satisfaction. The 
Spirit will draw up and indite such pe- 
titions for you, as will not be denied, 
and give some encouraifing intimation 
cf your being accepted, and answered in 
the Beloved 

Now, if you would have the spirit of 
prayer, follow these directions. 

1. Rest not in the bare gift of prayer ; 
tot it not Mtiify yo« t|MU J9^ baTOft 
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^nyiRf tonf ue, vn^ bo more : All yovr 
■uppIicAtions are but • flatter ing the Lord 
with your lipts and a lying nnto him with 
your tongues, while your hearts are sot 
right with hjm. 

2. Be sensible of your need of the Spir- 
it. Light and lib«rty, life and liveliDets, 
are the effecU of the Spirit ; good mo- 
.tions, holy afiectiouH, are his offspring. 
^Without him, you will be like Phftraoh't 
chariots when the wheels were taken off, 
and drive on heavily ; but he can make 
your suuls like the chariots of Ammin- 
adab. 

3. Part with everything that grieves 
the Spirit. Foster not any lust or inor- 
dinate affection, that may render your 
"hearts an unpleasant habitation to him. 

4. Frequently beg (or the Spirit, and 
especially in st^ret This will l>e a sign 
that you indeed desire him. Plead the 
prontises which you find, Luke xi. 13. 
*Mfyer then, being evil, know liow to 
give good gifttt to your childfen, how 
much more hhall your heavenly Father 

frive the Holy Spirit unto them that ask 
lim ? '* And what God has promised, 
1 hrist died tliat he might purchase ; nay, 
^^ ' ' haap^ajred tbatiha iSpiiit wight 
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le beitowad ; and theielore 70a may pray 
with the |rreater encouragement and ae- 
lu ranee. Tbue concerning the third 
ioctriue. 



WATCH IN PRAYER. 

In prayer, watching ie a neccMary in- 
gredient. Watching is a duty which the 
great Prophet Christ himself frequently 
pressed ; and the injunction is general, 
** What I say unto you, I say unto all. 
Watch," Mark xiii. 37. He knew that a 
spiritual letiiargy is a disease most inci* 
dent. But if at any time, surely in holy 
duties this heedlessness and sJeepiness, 
does discover itself; we had need theie- 
fore to rouse up our spirits, that are so 
sluggish naturally. Deborah speaks to 
herself four times : " Awake, awake ; 
Deborah awake, awake ; utter a song,*' 
Judges V. 12. We have need thus again 
and again to call upon our souls to awake 
and be watchful, when about to utter a 
prayer. Wutci*ing and prayer are Joined 
an Scripturu : and not only so, but watcli* 
iag U required in prayer; Col. iv. d. 
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'< Continue in prayer , and wateh in the 
same with thanRsgiving.** Bo 1 Pet. !▼. 7. 
" But the end of alt things is at hand, be 
ye therefore sober, and watch unto ptay- 
er." 

In the handling of this doctrine, I shall, 
1st, show what we are to watch againiA tn 
prayer. 2d\yt What we are to watch 
t)ver. 3dly, What we are to watch fer. 
4thly, What rocnner of watching i» re* 
quired in prayer. 5thFy, Give the remoa 
why watching is so necessary. Laatty, 
make apphcation. 

In the first ptace, I am to tell yon, what 
we are tu watch against in prayer. 

i. We niu£it watch against indwelling 
corruption. There is a law in oar mem- 
bers that wars against the law of oar 
minds ; and the law in our members 
commands quite contrary to the law of 
God. This law says, pray not at all ; 
but espoeially forbids seriousness and 
fervency in prayer ; and if not watchful, 
this law will sway and over>rule us, and 
bring us into captiirity to the law of ain. 
We had need look to ourselves, for when 
we have thought of doing good, ** evil 
will be present with us." And if care be 
not taken, the OTil wUl hinder onr doii^ 



f 
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of the good. O how deep is tho corrop- 
fimi of our nature ! How desperately 
wicked is the heart of man ! How great 
are the remainders of sin, in those that 
are most renewed ! And since the ro« 
maining flesh still does lust against the 
Spirit, this flesh is to be narrowly eyed, 
fnst it may be weakened and cnecked| 
ebe it will 8pn1l all our services. 

2. Whon praying, we must watch 
against the evil one. Satan likes not to 
see us at the throne of grace, because he 
knows and has felt the sufficiency of that 
fftace, that believers obtain there. " I 
besought the Lord," says the apostle, 
** when boffotted by the messenger of 
Satan," 2 Cor. xti. 8. ; and the power of 
Cbiist so rested upon him, that Satan 
bad no power, unless it were full sore 
against his will, to keep him humble, and 
to hinder his being exalted above meas- 
ttro* The devil therefore, with might 
and main, withstands us in prayer ^ and 
how many are his wiles, that he may 
keep us off from this most advantagefias 
duty ! Sometimes he objects the diffi- 
culty of prayer ; sometimes he says, it is 
needless to spend so much time therein ; 
■oiiMiime»| it is Iroitlew, and that Iittl« 
•omM of all cor trie* and tma *, iom«« 
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times he proposes other basiDess to be 
done, that we may be diverted fromei^- 
gaging with that ierYor and devotedaesi 
we ought to feel in this duty. How busy 
our adversary the devil utj we should be 
acquainted with, and watch agaiuA bis 
wiles ; and do our duty without ciedit* 
ing or regarding his instigations. 

3. When praying, we must wttch 
against the cares of this world. Our 
Lord cautions against over-solicitousness 
about " what we shall eat, what we shall 
drink, wherewithal we shall be clothed;" 
as that which would hinder us from seek- 
ing 4,he kingdom of God, and his righte- 
ousness, Matt. vi. 32, 33. Earthly care 
will allow but littlo or no time to prayer, 
and does veiT much distract the heart in 
that duty. Worldly projects makts bold 
to come into the thoughts ; and secular 
business and employments are minded, 
even then when the Lord soems to be 
worshipped. Surely it is our wisdom to 
take heed to the apostle, Phil. iv. 6. "Be 
careful for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiv- 
ing, let your requests be made known 
unto God.*' Prayer is an antidote a||rainst 
this care, as this care is an impediment 
*w>to prayer. 
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4. WlMn praying*, w« most waAeh 
•gPLinst the pleasures of this life. There 
is a strange proneness to those pleanarea 
wiierewith the senses are gratified, to be- 
witch the heart ; and if these are loved 
and admired, prayer will be irksome and 
unpleasant, and we shall easily be drawn 
wholly to neglect that which we do not 
at all like. She that continaed in prayer 
and BtippUcation was not one that lived 
ill pleasure, 1 Tim. v. 5, 6. Watch agftinst 
pleasures, which are but for a season, 
and wlieu ended, torments follow that 
will never end. We read of that rich 
man in the goepol, that waa clothed in 
purple and fine linen, and fared sonsptu- 
ousiy and delicioosly every day } we read^ 
I say, that he feasted, but not that b» 
prayed, till he was in the place of tot* 
menl. Pleasure before hindered primer ; 
torment forced him to pray ; but, alas I 
it was then too late. Despise sensual 
pleasures, and when they are presented 
to entie0 thee, scorn them. In the Lord* 
aiMl in prayer, infinitely tiuer and more 
solid delight i» to be found. 

5. Wh#n praying, we must watcU 
fgi^iost deceitful rioJies. Christ says w« 
tMiwt stnr« ii^pd MiiiMinNMn* b Ui^ 



love of money be the root of otiI, as ^e 
apostle aflb>inS| then it ma^t neeils bo an 
kinrftaiice to duty. Moses had low 
Ihnuvhts of the trcasores of Egypt ; nay, 
Ibokcd apon the very reproach <>f Christ 
as g^reater riches. Heb. xi. If any are 
deeeJved by such treasure, and i^ow 
«a;er after it, it will certainly hinder 
Ihem from seekinff liim that is invisiUe, 
especially from dUigen'iy seeking- him. 
One great reason why many pray^so sel- 
dom and so ccldly, is worldly-minded- 
nese; they are altogether for growing 
rich rn the world, so their desires are 
small of growing rich towards God. 
Luther was a man much and mighty in 
prayer ] he spent three hours a-day con- 
stantly herein ; but he was also eminent 
for his contempt of riches. And therefore^ 
when one said, Why d<»nt you stop La- 
ther's month against the pope, by some 
preferment ? it was answered, That Ger- 
man beast — (he should have said, that 
German saint)<— does not care for silver. 
6. When preying, wo must watch 
against the sins ihait do most easily 
beset us. The sin of our constitution, 
the sin of our calling, the sin which ha* 
««««Mmlly the fMatest uitw««| o^ Mf 



)tfr«, is the areh-rebe! igaiact Ood, and 
<Air eh ief enemy ; and upon theleaat un* 
watclifiHnese, this «in mtHI prevail ; and 
npon i(8 prevailinor, backwardness to 
prayer, and deadncss in it, will be the 
c<m:»tfqueneH. But not only the ain that 
doth soBasily beset as. but every weight 
must be laid aside, if we would, with 
flisedom, conTerae with God in prayer. 
£very iniquity allowed of, defiles the snuly 
a\id sf^paiates between the Lord and us, 
and unfits (or communion with him) 
thereiore we mast watch and strive 
ai^ainst all sin without exception. 

In the second place, 1 am to inform 
you, what in prayer we are to watch 
over. 

1. Tn prayer we are to watch orer oar 
thoujrhts. It is a proverb, but none of 
Soloinm^S) nor a wise one, that *■ thoughts 
are free.' God sees the tliought.', and 
the wicked must forsake not his way 
only, but " his thoughts, if he will return 
to the Lord, and partake of mercy,** Isa. 
Iv. 7. If thoughts are not watched over, 
there may be *' so many thoughts so ma-> 
ny sins,** and guilt thereby vastly increaa* 
ed. Thoughts are very quick and ileel 
things, mad great is the aatoffftl v«uljr» 
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inp^rtiiienee, and eonfaaedneiui and lia- 
fuliiesH of them. If Uiere be no eye lo 
tlieoi, nay, it the eye bo not very careful, 
prayer may be made and God prayed to, 
and not thougiit on all tbo while. Rif lit 
prayer in haid labor, and the labor lies 
very much about the though la, in fixing 
them upon God, in keepin^p our vain ua- 
a^inaiions, and expelling them aa eoon 
aa notice is taken of their intruaion. 

2. in prater, we are to watch over our 
reasoning faculty.— ^'I'here are certain 
reasonings wliich the apostle calls" high 
things, that exalt themselves against the 
knowledge of God," which must be 
brought ioto captivity, 2 Cor. z. 5. We 
must not be peremptory in arguing and 
determining that this, and that, and the 
other thing is good for us, but refer our- 
selves to his wisdom and good pleasure, 
who does all things for his people both 
well and wisely. And as we must not 
lean to our own understandings, in iudg- 
ing what (empornl mercies a re most eun- 
venient ; so neither are we to grow so 
bold and presnuiptuous as to reason 
against any ol the attribute* or promisea 
oft Gkid, nor any pjut^oi iiia will which he 
hMjr«Te«kd* . . 
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The Lord has proclaimed himself i^ra- 
eious to his people, terrible to his ene* 
mics ; we must pray on and believe this, 
Ihough enemies are highland his church 
•ever so much oppressed. Though pro- 
▼idences do seem never so much to thwart 
God's promises, yet we must believe that 
God is faithful in his promises, and pray^ 
and wait for their accomplishment. Fi« 
nally, we must not reason against any 
part of his will ; but though his com- 
mands are never so strictly holy, we 
must approve of them, and beg grace tQ 
keep them. 

& In prayer we are to watch over ofir 
hearts. — " Keep thy heart with ait di!i* 
gence," Prov. iv. 23. Heed must be 
taken that there be no jarring between 
our wills and the will of God ; for his will 
is holy, just, and good ; ours therefore 
should always comply with his. As the 
echo answers and returns the voice, so 
should our wilPs complying, answer 
God's will commanding, i'his you may 
observe in David, a man after God s own 
heart. The Lord says, " Seek ye my 
face;** David*s heart echoes back, " Thy 
face, Lord^ will 1 seek;" so> Psalm cxix. 
4, 5. the Lord " commanda ta keep iy^ 
10 
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pfece]its diligently ;" David*B echo i«, 
•** O ikat my ways were directed, Ibal I 
miglit keep thy statutes !" We must see 
to our hearts in prayer, that they be sin- 
cere m hating what the Lord abhors, and 
Id choosing what ho offers in the gospel, 
and also promises to bestow. 

4. In prayer we are to watch over oar 
Hionsciences, that tkey perform their ofi- 
cos faithfully. — Their office is to observe 
and condemn every miscarriage, to urge 
unto a more spiritual manner ofprayin|r, 
and to be restless and unquiet, if prayer 
be omitted upon any slight pretence, or 
•*Hhe male in the flock be not offered to 
tliejLord, bi^ a corrupt thing." A ten- 
der conscience is a blessing that can 
never ^be sufficiently valued ; this will 
cause the best to be given unto God; 
this will ntii be satisfied till God approves 
.and commeiids; and what a heaven fol- 
lows upon pray«r, when the Lord himself 
• and his officar, conscience, are both 
pleased! But if two grow unwatchful 
^over our conseienees, and aaffer them to 
;£i}l asleep, and beeoqae seated, a thou- 
tsand fiuilts In prayer vdll be winked at, 
liay, we shall be but littbjxeptoaehed £>r 
ilMl|Dft«l.miiiMinii9€it. - 
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5. In prayer we are to watch over dtif 
affectiuns. — The more of affection in 
prayer, the more pleasinir the duty wHl 
be to God, and the more pleasant to him 
that performs it. There is. enough in the 
Lord to draw forth the very strength of 
oar affections. How great is his good- 
ness ! how able and powerful in his nand 
to save ! how unsearchable are the riches 
of his grace ! " Eye has not seen, ear has 
not heard, neither has it entered into the 
heart of man, what he has prepared for 
those that wait upon him," Isa. Iziv. 4. 
We are incxcusahh; if all this move not 
our affections. We should watch and 
observe when our affections do but bevin 
to incline towards former lov*»i8, and then 
compare those lovers and the Lord toge- 
ther, that other things may be contemn* 
©d, and our sonlsmay even break for lon» 
ging after Ond. 

i6. In prayer we are to wntch over our 
outward man. — Our tongues and sensed 
must be looked to; Our tongues must 
speak reverently, considering (rnd is in 
heaven and we upon earth, hccles. v. 2 ; 
and wo must have warrant from God's 
own word for the words we utter before 
ium. Oar senses must be i^rded, els« 
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at the ear. or eye, especially somethkig' 
or other may enter ihat may disturb pray> 
er, Hi»d hinder it fri>iu being no fervent 
and etttsciuul. 

You »eu whac we must watch over. 

In the ihirH place, i am to ebuw what 
we miisi vvaleh i'or in prayer. 

1. We must wateh for fit seasons to 
prny. — 'I'here are some limes and seasons 
ill which God is nearer liian at uliierv, 
and more reudy to be found of ihem tliat 
►et'k him ; this tiie prophet intimates, 
** sKifk \e the Loid, uhile he luay be 
found \ cullyt* (ip<ii) him, while iie is near." 
'I h<>e »eat<«ins of grace und love itrecare- 
fully to Le unserved and improved to the 
utteiiiiobt. When the L'Td came sn near 
to Jacib as to suffer him to take hold of 
him, I hat v\a» a t-pecial sioarton ; and Ja- 
cob was sensible of it, and wiestlcd long, 
and with un holy vigor ; he kept his hold, 
and would not let go till be had got tha 
blessing, Gen. xxxii. 2U. I bat also was 
a special oppoi tunity, when the " l«oid 
spake unto JVlnses, face to face, as a man 
speakcth to his iriend," Exodus xxxiii. 
II. Moses improved this, and begged 
for the Lot da presence with ijiui, and 
With the people of Israel; end having 
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r-evailed for this, h« adds farther, « Lord, 
besoech Ibee, show me thy glory," v. 

Hereupon the Lord made his goodness 
to pass before him, and proclaimed, " The 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long 
suffering, abundant in goftdness and io 
truth, keeping mercy for thouHandd, for- 
giving iniquity, transgrrssion, and sin." 

2. We must watch for admonitions 
from conscience unto prayer.-^ When 
coDscienee says, * Thou hast not 3et 
prayed in secret;* then i^o and pour out 
thy heart before him that sues in secret 
Thou hast not yet prayed in thy family ; 
call all of thy household together, and 
join in begging that the Lord would liave 
mercy upon all. Conscience is by no 
meaBS to be disregarded, but its admoni- 
tion:* should be taken. 

The authority which the Lord allows ta 
conscience is great, and its office is of a 
large extent. Conscience is a witness^ 
and a judge and a monitor. Asa witness 
it takes notice- of th-e evil w.hioh we do, 
of the good which we refuse tti d<>, and 
likewise observes when we are careful of 
cor duty. As a judge, it acquits or con- 
deimis, vooordiog v w« have l^^ei^ ^itl^ 
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{food or ftitliM, or evil and slotbfVil 
vant8. As a miwUor, it tells us before^ 
hand nf our duty, and as we would avoid 
its accutfaiionsaiid reproaclies, weshoold 
iiol venture upon any sin which it cries 
out against, nor neglect prayer, or tuy 
other duty which it chari^es us to perfofin, 
as we will answer it betore God. 

3. We laust watch for the ntotions of 
the Spitit unto prayer. — When the H0I7 
Ghost moves to this duty, and his luo* 
tions ate heeded and obeyed, we are to 
conclude, that the same Spirit which 
moves to prayer, will assist in prayer. It 
is a wonderful privilege that the Spirit is 
sent unto the churches, and ia speaking 
and striving for their good. Every one, 
*^ should have an ear to hear what the 
Spirit says," Rev. iii. 

When the Spirit speaks concerning sio, 
' this is not the way,' therefore avoid it : 
* Oh do not this aboniniable thing which 
God hates ;' we must by no means con* 
sent to evil. When the Spirit says con- 
cerning duty, **■ This is tho way, walk in 
it," Isa. :lxk. 31. we must by all means 
yield unto that which is good. If the 
Lor<| by his Spirit says, ** Seek my face," 
Vitb U>egr«at«$t eageira^ss w« •ho«14 
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teply, '< Thy face. Lord, wiU we ii6ek)'* 
•nd he will not then hide his iace from 
■s, nor put his servants away in anger. 

The motions of the Spirit unto prayer 
are twofuld->-ordinary, extraordinary. 

There are more ordinary motions unto 
prayer. — It is the mind and will of the 
Spirit, that our usual times for prayer 
oi all sorts should be observed; and 
though deadnens and indisposition be nev* 
•r so ff reat, and our hearts diaw backirora 
the tarone of grace« yet we must ge 
thither. Experience teaches that where 
deadness at the beginning of prayer hat 
eeemed invincible, yet on a sudden it has 
been removed, and the duty has been car- 
ried on and concluded by more than or* 
dinary enlargement!}. The Israelite! 
were commanded to go forward, when 
they came to the Red Sea > they might 
have answered, What ! would you have 
us march in the water, and be drowned ? 
Well, but forward tliey go, and the water 
ia dried up before them, Exod. xiv. So 
truly, many times, when about to pray, 
there is great listlessuess and many dis* 
oouragements \ yet we mutit go forward, 
and engage in our duty, and the eaa ia 
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dried up before us ; these diseoaragementB 
are remoyed. 

There are more extraordinary mx3i\€A9 
of the Spirit unto prayer— Upon some 
remarkable providence, either cross or 
kindness ; upon the hearing of some mere 
than ordinary affecting truths ; upon some 
special manifestations by wayofquickea- 
ing and peace ; the Spirit may move un- 
to more than ordinary plying of » his work 
of prayer. And the iron is by all means 
to be struck while it is thus hot. An ex- 
traordinary motion of the Spirit raised 
David out of his bed at midnight : " At 
midnight I will arise to give thanks unto 
thee, because of thy 'righteous judg- 
ments," Psalm cxix. €2. So we read also, 
.Acts xvi. 25. that at midnight Paul and 
Bilns prayed and sang praises unio God, 
and the prisoners heard them. Here let 
it be observed, that when the fc?pirit of 
God thus extraor dins rijy moves to pray, 
he sweetly and strongly inclines the heart 
to comply with his motion ; there is a 
quickening heat goes along with his per- 
suasions to engage in this duty. 

4. We must watch for all manner of 
encoaragrements in prayer^ — And truly 
the -l^ord is not backward to give, if we 
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^0 heedfal and forward to take eneou* 
ngement. The Lord eoooarages to 
prayer Tarioas ways. 

dy making^ US sensible what a privUego 
access to the mercy -seat is.— He causes 
OS to be satisfied and delighted in his 
presence ; and our hearts cry out, Oh 
liow good is it for us to be here ! ** This 
M none other than the throne of grace, 
and this is indeed the gate of heaven. It 
iti good for me to draw nigh unto God," 
aavs holy David. Psalm Ixxhi. 

The Lord encourages to prayer, by 
meltins of the heart for sin ; he thaws the 
ice by tho beams of his love. Sense of 
unkindness, and unsuitable carriage to- 
wards, the Father of nietcies, causes plen- 
ty of godly sorrow, and the heart hereby 
i» exceedingly alienated from its iniquity. 
The Lord enconra<res to praver by en- 
larging the desires afler himself, making 
tite soul enamoured of him, and altogeth- 
er unsatisfied till it taste and see his good- 
ness. 

By intimations of audience.— The Lord 
said unto Daniel at the close of h1» pray- 
er, ** O man, greatly beloved," Dan. iz. 
23. Christ answers the woman of Ca- 
natn, '* Great is thy fiuth ; be it unto thee 
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even as tboa wilt/* Matt. zv. 88. Wban 
God, after we have been earnest for par- 
don, for sanctiBcatioti, for grace to fa«n* 
our and to please htm, causes a peace and 
calmness in our spirits, and we havt a 
bint, that our petitions are according to 
his will, and will be granted ; here i« 
great encouragement in prayer. Now sueh 
encouragements should be watched for, 
and laid hold on with the greatest thank- 
fulness. 

5. We must watch for the returns of 
prayer. The Psalmist had been praying, 
and he resolves he would hearken ** what 
God the Lord would speak," that is, bj 
way of answer, Pealm Ixxxv. 8. In like 
manner the church, concluding that the 
Lord would at last hear, resolves to vtait 
for him ; ** Therefore will 1 look unto the 
Lord, I will wait for the God of my sal- 
vation ; my God will bear mo," Micah 
vii. 7. If you watch not for returns of 
prayer, you do not consider what you do, 
or with whom you have to do in prayer. 
When you pray, you take the name of 
God into your mouths ; and shal) that 
be taken in vain ? When you pray you 
engage in an ordinance of God, and shall 
that he used in vaiii f Whet l do je iio« 



%^itM tint God*8 hand is shoiletied, or 
his ears heavy, and his boweU straitened ? 
Hot looking after your prayer, dishonors 
kino, more than yon are aware of. He 
•peaks to you, and does for you in vain. 
And this is the ready course to provoke 
him to keep silence^ and to shut his hand : 
You are therefore, with tiie prophet, to 
stand upon your watch-tower, and to ob* 
serve what God says to you, Hab. ii. 1. 

Here one grand case of conscience is 
to foe proposod and resolved ; How we 
shili know whether prayer be answered, 
Yea or No ; and the blessings we have 
begged, given as a return lo our request- 
ing them ^ 

1 answer, that blessings are of two 
torts — those tliat are peculiar to saints, 
those that are common to the ungodly. 

1. There are blessings that are pecu- 
liar to the saints ; such as the sense of 
God's love, strength against corruption, 
•rightoousness and true holiness, peace 
of conscience, power to run in the ways 
of God*8 commands without weariness, 
and to walk without fainting. If such 
blessings as these are prized, and earnest- 
ly desired in prayer, ajid after prayer are 
bestowed^ th«^ ma^ be ponoluded " tbtt 
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frait of capplication." ** In the day when 
I cried thou answeredst roe," says David, 
** and stren^thcnedst me with strength in 
my soul/' Psalm czxiviii. 3. He prayed 
for grace and spiritual strength, and had 
it, and concludes his prayer was answer- 
ed. It is only the children of God who 
long and beg for such blessings ; and \€ 
the Lord's hand be open, and gives the 
blessings begged, we may also conclude 
that his ear was open to the begging. 

2. There are blessings that are com- 
mon to the ungodly ; as hf^alth, food, rai- 
meni, relations, prosperity, removing of 
afflictions; and mercies of tiie like na- 
ture. It is more difBcult to know when 
these are given or continued as a return 
to prayer : but yet this may be known in 
these particulars — 

1. Temporal blessings are the fruit of 
prayer, when they were begged not only 
of Grod, but for God, that they might be 
employed im his service and to his piaise. ■ 
Joshua begsred for victory over the Ca- 
naanites, but he had an eye to God's 
great name, which he knew would bo 
dishonored if Israel were overthrown. 
Josh. vii. 9. When we desire some ei- 
tate that we may do good with it, and 
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honor the Lord with our rabttance; 
when we dediro health and strenffth that 
we may be the nmrc useful, aiid serve 
eur generation according to the will of 
God, and what we desired is bestowed, 
•urely |itayer is heard. 

2. Temporal blessings are tbe fruit of 
prayer, when they are bogged with an 
Jiuiiible and lM>iy submission, and not ask- 
ed as the principal things. When we 
pray for daily broad, and the meat that 
perishes, in such a measure as the Lord 
•eoM most meet to deal forth to us ; but 
our greatest hunger and thirst is after 
higher things, even ihnt meat which en- 
dures to everlasting life, and the waters 
of that fountain that is always flowing, 
and yet ever tuU. 

3. Temporal blessings are obtained by 
prayer, when they prove as eords to draw 
the heart nearer to God, and effectually 
engage unto obedieooe. David was 
brought very low, the sorrows of death 
compassed him ; he calls upon the name 
of the Lord for deh vera nee, (Pnalm cxvi. 
3, 4 ) ; well, deliverance is granted, and 
what effect had it? li makeabim ad- 
mire divine mercy, it strengthens his 
&ith, It makes him cry out, " Tmlj I am 
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tby fleiraiit/' 8n4 resolve to <* walk M* 
fore God in the land of t9i« lirtng.*' 
Sureljr this deliverance came by prayer ; 
and «o himself was persuaded, (verse 1, 
9.) ** I love the Loid,Lecaa8e he hath 
heard my voice and supplication, because 
he hath inclined bis ear tome ; theiehire 
wilt I call upon htm as long as I live." 

] have showed you what we aro to 
watch for in prayer. 

In ih«fovrth phiee, I »m to show what 
manner of watching is rehired. 

1. Our watch must be very strict ; and 
this strictness will be acknowledged rea- 
sonable, if wo consider that prayer is a 
business of weight. Life or death, bless- 
ing or cursing, will follow according as 
tve speed well or ill in prayer. When ws 
eome to the throne of ^ace, we entreat 
for no less than the forgiveness of millions 
of offences ; the least of which, if unpar- 
doned, is sufficient to expose us to eter* 
nal condemnation: we entreat fur no 
less than grace and glory ; We depre«:ats 
no less Uian the anger of the Almighty, 
and everiaeting torments. Surely ws 
shou4d be watcliful and full of care by aH 
means, to speed in a duty of sueh vast 
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d. Our wntch mtiiit be continued-*It 
mual be before, and in, and after prayer, 
•■d all little enoijah. 

■ We mast watcn befart prayer, that 
overy thinv may be avoided and remov- 
ed, that may hinder the heart from pie- 
paring to have to do with God : it is not 
easy to enter rightly upon this duty. 

We must watch m prayer. Prayer is 
expressed in Scripture by the metaphor 
of wrestling. If the wrestler watch not, 
he prevails not, but is easily foiled. If 
we are not very vigiknt all the while we 
are praying, God, whom we wrestle with, 
will withdra«v, and we shall miss of the 
blessing ; and 9atan that wrestles against 
us, will presently overcome as. 

We must watch after prayer. We 
must trace our hearts, and mark how 
they have behaved themselves ; we must 
observe and bemoan our failings, and be 
thankful for assisting grace. We must 
be the same upon our legs that we were 
upon our knees, and live according to 
our prayers. 

In the fifth place, follow the reasons 
why watching is so necessary in pray- 
er. 

1. CM vatohM how ibi» daty is p««. 
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formed, and has denoanced a curse on 
those that do the work of the Lord neg^- 
ligently. Ho narrowly observes whero 
the thoughts are, and how much of (he 
heart and affection is in every prayer. 
Hearken to the apostle, " neither is there 
any creature that is not manifest ia 1ms 
sight, but all things'* (even the thouffbts 
and intents of the heart, whereof he halh 
spoken in the foregoing verse) " are nar> 
ked and open unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do." Heb. iv. 13. 

2. Satan watches. In a time of war 
there is the stricter watch i now our life 
is a warfare, thereibrewe should be ever 
vigilant ; '< our adversary the devil goes 
alwut," (I Peter v. 8.) endeavoring to 
do all the mischief, and to hinder all the 
good he possibly can. Satan is very busy 
about OS in prayer, and if our unwatco- 
fulness gives him but the least encouE- 
agement and advantage, he piescAtlj 
spies and takes it. 

3. Unless we watch, our hearts will 
deal treacherously. They will start aside 
from God like deceitful bows, and the 
arrow of prayer will be far from hitting 
the mark ; but our supplications will de- 
geaeiatA into nece founaJity; whsceu^ 
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if we kre intent and serious, and do mind 
our business whilo we are at prayer, wv 
•hall uni!o'!blediy malce soinethini^ of it. 
I cnrne ai last to the application. 

Use first is, of Reproof Two sorts of 
]fersons deserve, and higlily need, as well' 
8S deserve, a reprehension. 

1. The careless hypocrite is to Be re- 
proved. The Scripture, which has this 
pre-eminence above all other laws, that 
it binds the very heart and conscience, 
does speak very terribly against hypocri- 
sy, which is the heart s dissimulation and 
goinir away from Ood,even when the ex- 
terna! part of devotion is yielded to him. 
The ft}!\y of the praying hypocrite will 
appeal r in these chings. — 

His conscience- is fast asleep in pray- 
er, and lets him do even what he pleases ; 
but this sleeping lion will at length 
awake ; at farthest, hell will awiiken his 
conscience, and then it will bitterly re- 
proach him, and never cease reproach- 

ing; 
The hypocrite regards not the Ood he 

is praying to. He is not uwed by the 

Lords majesty, nor affected with his 

metcv ; neither irhe afraid of provoking; 

11 
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him to jealousy, but presumes npon Goii, 
as if lie were altogutiier such an one as 
himscit'; '* these things ha!<t tiiou done, 
and 1 kept silence > and thou Ihoughtesl 
1 was ultugclher such an one as thyself: 
but 1 will reprove thee, and set them in 
order before thine eycp. Now cnusider 
thii, ye that forget Gud, lest 1 tear you 
in pieces, and there be none to dehveri-'* 
Psalm 1.21, ^2. 

■i*he hypocrite regards not the things 
he Is praying foi, nor himself that is con- 
Q(*rned in prayer. He is not concerned 
fur his soul, which is most truly hiuikelf ^ 
and though he prays for the iavur of 
God, tor the kingdom of G* d, and de- 
liverance from everlasting fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels ] yet he is so 
cold and heedless, as if he were indifferent 
whether heaven or bell were his eternal 
abode. 

2. The drowsy and declining saints are 
also to be reproved. I'hcse having been 
once so thoroughly awakened, are more 
without apology, if they grow again un- 
watchful. 

Tho prayers of un watchful saints have 
^ery bad uiixturea. Qb the forgetful- 
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BMS» atMifear lM«ne«s, and^ wvariiMM) and 
mocking nf the Lord, th&t believers unddr 
their declining^ are to be cliarffwd wiUi ! 
H^ow near do thejt come to the oordersof 
unregendrany ! how like are they to tba 
ttisnuDd^bea rtod. 

The prayers of anwalehfal saints ar» 
very unprofitable. Children they are, hot 
alas ! they improve not their relation^ nor 
make seriuas application to their Father. 
The Spiiit in in tha:n, but they ancept 
not of his strength and graco. Frayer is 
not totally laid aside, but little come* of 
it, because they do not vigorously engage 
isit. - 

The prayers of unwatobful saints are> 
uncomfirtptable. The Spirit is grieved by 
their caieUwsoess, and now can it be ex* 
pected he should be a comforter to them f 
Conscience is dissatisfied, and is contin* 
uaJly grudging, because they do not stir 
up tliemselves to lay hold, on God, when 
thoy call upon him, isa. Ixiv. 7. Mucb- 
fear, much bondage, many secret gripes 
of spirit follow upon carelt*.8s. praying. 

The prayers of un watchful saints are< 
■Qoffensive^ that they may. justly fear 
9am»jAxQk6 Bum God« soma sHiaytang^rod* 
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to awaken the spirit of prayer in thenr^ 
" I will be unto Epbraini ae a lion, and 
as a yoang lion to tlie house of Judah. I, 
even I, will tear and go away : I will take 
away, and none shall rescue him,*' Hos. 
T. 14. How what was the reason of this 
sorority ? It follows, verse 15, *^ In their 
affliction they will seok me early.'* He 
thrust ihe spur into their side, and made 
tbein bleed, to make them mend their 
sluggish pace in duty ; he .chastened them 
that be might bear louder ci ies, and have 
more serious prayers fiom them. 

Use. 8. Shall bo of.EjshorUtioD. Be 
persuaded to watch in prayer. Those 
that watch not at all, pray not at all in 
God's account : those that watch most,, 
nuike most of prayer. These arguments 
I shall further use to second this exhor- 
tation. 

1. The mort! watchful yon are in pray^ 
er, the better you will understand tho 
devil's enmity. You will perceive his 
envy and his hatred, and how loath he is 
^hat you should receive any distin^uioh- 
ing mercies, especially at the hand, of 
Qod i therefore he does so bestir himself^ 
|iut^ m^y resist yoQ. Aad the beitsr 
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yovL know this enemy, the better armed 
you will be. 

2. The more watchful you are in pray- 
er, the more will you be acquainted with 
yourselves, and with your own hearts. 
You will more fully understand your 
wants, and your spiritual plagues; and 
the understanding of these is one good 
step tn the supply and cure. 

3. The more watchful you are in pray- 
er, the more experimentally will you un- 
derstand the lovinor-kindness of the Lord : 
you will find that he deaU bountifully. 
** Return unto thy rest, O mj floul, for 
the Lord hath dealt bountifnliy with 
thee," Psalm cxvi. 7. God is certainly 
willing to give. Ttiey that watch in pray- 
er, take notice what they receive ; and 
great ji)y it is to behold the prayers which, 
as messengers we dispatched to heaven, 
return loaded with mercy. ** Ask and 
you shall receive, that your joy may be 
full.** So much then, for the fourth doc- 
trine. 
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PERSEVERE TN PRAYER. 

We roust persevere if we would i>peed 
in prayer ; or, jprii^yer must be wiih all 
perveverajice. The words of tlie text are 
not without emphasis ; not only peraevHT- 
ance, but all perseverance is required hy 
the apostle. There should not be the 
least fainting, but a vigorous persistinir 
in onr suppticalioiis. Observe how the 
apostle speaks in other places ; Col. iy. 
2. " Continue in prayer ;" and, |loin. xii. 
12. " Rejoicing in hope, patient in trib- 
ulation, continuing instant in prayer.'* 

In speaking to thie doctrine, I shall first 
tell you what it is to persevere in ptayer, 
2dly, What kind of perseverance is re- 
quired. 3dly, Give you the reasons of 
Uiis perseverance. Lastly make appli- 
cation. 

In the Jlrst place. What it is to per- 
severe in prayer. 

1. This perseverance in prayer, implies, 
resolvedness of spirit against all opposi- 
tion. The resolution is not to be made 
in our own strength, but in the power of 
grace, and then it will be firm, and hold. 
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He that perMVerefi in prayer, restetB 
Satan'H vndcaviim to hinder him in hi* 
duly. ThfMi^h lliis hon rojir up >fi him 
ijy tearful bLitt^iieiii m.-ith Mi^rhm ; lh't«tjr.i 
this adversary buffet hiiii by cunliiMi'd, 
aiiMZMi^, and nfl'ii^liting hjia^ni.-itiaim; 
yet all his skill d »*■« n >l be.H lii<n i»ff from 
|»rayer ; Iho ii» ire liii«y he finds Simn, 
the in »re need ins perctrivuBot oillinir up. 
on God. And tnn the deiril c tnn'»L pievati 
by his more iiksome ibiiipUiltftn. itoasio 
cause an oiniwion i>l prayer ; in like man- 
ner, on thu otiiHr side, the niure ploasingr 
temptations are withstood. Wlit^n he 
epoak« bi^ words conceinincr sports and 
pastimes and pleasures of stinse ; wht>a 
he talks at an high rHte of worldly advan* 
tag^es, that are to be pursued, that ho utay 
divert and draw away the heart lir»m 
prayer ; yet he that pers^weres in Ihis du- 
ty, believes this lying anddeceitlul spirit 
in nf>thing. 

Nay, he retorts upon him, and ansi^rt, 
t}iat therefore he pravs, that he rnay find 
true joy, and greater sweotnexs in Ond 
.than ihe cteaturea cnn possibly yield; 
that therefore he prays, beeause he has it 
miiid to be rieJt indeed, and to have a 
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treiirare in henven, where neHhoT inntli 
nor io»t d«)tli corrupt, end where thieves 
cannol break through, nor »leh\. 

And 83 fiMT that opposition he meets 
with from wilhin, fr<M\ the corniplion of 
hi« heart, which is indeed the greatest ; 
ho bewails it, struggles with it, and cries 
out f«4 the Spirit of life to quicken and 
help hitn. iHe is convinced of the neceS' 
sity of prayer, and the. excellency ol what 
is prayetl (or ; and opposition is but «, 
whet to him, thni he may stir up himself 
to lay hold on God. 

2. 'I' his perseverance in prayer implies, 
gettini; thmngh all discouragements. The 
more that blind Barlinieus was discourag- 
ed bv the people, ** he cried the louder, Je- 
sus, thou Son of D.nvid. havf* ntercy upon 
me ;" and his cry was heard ; according 
4o hisdetiire, he hod his sifiht restored. 

'i'he wotntiii «'f CiMirfan who came to 
CliiiMt I hat her d.iiiirhUT migiit be dis- 
^' K#eH:«ed of a devil, niei with vieat dis- 
cnura^eiiiontit, hut overcame them all, 
Mull xv.'2ii^26. VVhfwi firiitshe utter- 
ed her request, ** Christ answered her not 
ft word.'* This one would ba\e thought, 
might have aUuck her dumb, and mads 
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lier conclude it vain to have spfvken any 
more. But. no ; still she cried afler him ; 
whereuptm the disciples intercede for her. 
Christ answers, he '' was sent to the lost 
sheep of* the house of Inrael.*' Here was 
a second repulse ; but neither did this 
discourage. She cnrnos and worships 
him, and says," Lord, help me ! " Christ 
says. " It is not meet to cast the children's 
bread unto the dogs." This was a third 
repulse, and worni of all ; and yet she 
gives not over, but pleads, that though 
she were indeed no better than a dog, yet 
crumbs mi^hl be ffiven her. And now 
flhe succeeds ; and whatever she had a 
mind to was granted. 

He that perseveres in prayer will not 
be discouraged. Is his guilt greats he 
replies, that the Lord's mercy will be the 
more magnified, if he obtain a pardon. Is 
he much distempered.'' he replies, the 
more will the skiJl of the great Physician ' 
be shown in healing his spiritual diseases. 
Is he very unworthy ? he replies, that 
the prodigal upon his returnmg, found 
his father's doors, and his father's arms 
open, though he came home in rags ; 
having before wasted all tuM aubatance 
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Though he is wretched, «nd iiiinferablv, 
and poor, nnd blifid, and n«kf>d ; y«l he 
says, that Christ has eye-«ilvo to make 
himeee, gt»ld tried in the fire to make 
faim rich, and white raiment to cove.- him, 
Kev. iii. 17, 18. U is a mercy *»eat. it is 
a tkiune of grace n© goes to ; and lliere- 
fore discouragements are not inTincihte. 
3. This peraeverence in prayer impliiss 
continual importunity, importunity it 
many times troublesome to iii»n, but God 
is delighted with it. Ilumihty, indeed, 
becomes us in our addresses to him, but 
yet we are allowed to be urg«nt, to be in- 
stant, to bo pressing in those things which 
are according to the will of the Lord, and 
he loves to see us so ; for it argu«s we 
value highly what we beg with iniportu* 
Bity. The unjust judge was prevailed 
with by the widow's importunity, and will 
the Lmd neglect importunate prayer, who 
has commanded and encouraged impor- 
tunity, and who is so righteous and gia- 
eious? Ho that perseveres in prayer 
follows the Lord with his request; he 
will not let him alone till he has a pardon, 
and that pardon sealed : ti« will not lei 
him alone till his lusts, which are the 
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wont of spiritoal enemies, nre kHled -; 
till inme fprace is granted, of which he 
«annot have too i^ritat a measere. Take 
notice of DaTid'siiKpnrtonity Psalm cxix. 
145-— 447. " { cried with my whole heart, 
hear me, O Lord, T will keep thy statutes. 
I cried unto thee, save me, and I sbail 
keep tiiy testtmoniee ; I prevented the 
^awning^ of the morning, and cried, [ 
hoped in thy word ; mine eyes prevent the 
nitfht watches," <Sbc. He cried, aitd cried, 
and cried again, belbre the dawning of the 
morning, and in the night watches. Be- 
lioid how urgent he was in prayer. 

4. This perseverance in prayer tinpHes 
an holy unsatiableness after God ; and 
desiring still more though never so mnch 
be obtained. Indeed, thnre is a great 
obligation upon us to be thankful for the 
least meannres of grace ; but we are not 
to be contented with the greatest, but still 
longing for more. Though David enjoyed 
0o much of God. and had such a sense of 
his loving* kindness, which was better than 
life, and experienced thatcommunion with 
the Lord, which was more satisfying tlian 
marrow and fatness ; yet we find hi in still 
following hard after God. *'My soul 
i^oweth bard after thee, thy right hand 
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npholdeth me," Pnlm Ixiii. 8. And in- 
deed the more we taste and see bow gra- 
cious the Lord is, it cannot but incresbe 
our lonffinsTf &nd raise our thirst to a 
greater vehemency. The apostle Paul, 
though he had attained to so much, yet lie 
says '* I fnrget those things that tre 
behind ; and reach forth unto those things 
that are before, and press Upwards tho 
mark, for the prize of the high calling of 
God." Phil. iii. 13, 14. 

5. This perseverance in prayer implies, 
a continuing to engage in all kinds of 
prayer. There should be a constant and 
daily course of prayer, even unto the end 
of life ; and if at any time by weakness 
or otherwi<ie, the course be necessarily 
interrupted, our hearts, at least, should 
then be working towards God, being 
sensible that he is our all, that all our 
hope is in him, and that all our help is 
from him. It is a happy thing so to 
habituate and accustom ourselves to pray* 
er, as to make it become natural to us, 
and to esteem it necessary as our very 
breath. 

In the second place, I am to tell you 
what kind of perseverance is required. 
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1. In this perseyerance thero tbould b« 
no interruptions. Daniel, rather than his 
course of praying before bis God and giv- 
ing thanks should be interrupted, chose 
to adventure the loss of dignity, of bis 
prince's favor, and his own life besides. 
And that God whom be served continu- 
ally did deliver him. Daniel resolves to 
open his mouth in prayer ; God sends 
bis angel, and st«>ps the mouths of the 
lions, that they did not hurt him. And 
as carnal fear should not cause the omis- 
sion of prayer, so neither should any pre- 
vailing corruption and deadness. Still 
the Lord is to be sought unto, and serv- 
ed. 

2. In this perseverance there should be 
a continual endeavor to excel, and do 
better ; to pray with more and more 
spirituality and liveliness. It is a sad 
sight to see children as weak now,asthey 
were several years ago. We conclude 
tbat there is some bad humor that op- 
presses nature, and causes that weakness, 
and is an impediment to their growth. It 
is thus, and more sad to see Christians 
stand at a stay, and perform duties no bet« 
ter now tban some years ago the^ used 
to perform tb^m. If tbere )^ itiU Um 
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MOW de*dfM88, the same iifibeli*^ the 
■aioe worldly-mindedness and distrac- 
tions whtcU were wont to be, it argues, 
the fl|Mrit is kept under b}* tbe the. flesh 
and its prevalency. We are not on)^ 
tu do more tlian others* but to do mqro 
than ourselves. The Lord requires us, 
and truly gives ample encouragement to 
be not only stedfast and unmovabla, bat 
also " to abound in the work of the Lord." 
*^ 1 he path of the just should be like the 
shifiing light, thatshinetb more and more 
unto the perfect day " Prov. iv. 18. All 
Qur duties are motions homeward, and 
heaven is our home. And the nearer 
home, the swifter should our spiritual 
motions be. 

In the third place, foUow the reasons 
why prayer should bo with perseverance. 

1. Divine commands are very express, 
not only to perform the duty, but to con- 
tinue in the duty. In the text, not only 
praying is enjoined, but praying always, 
and with all perseverance. And, 1 Tbess. 
V. 17. " Pi ay without ceasing." God's 
word of comniaud should causa u* per- 
petuall}* to stand, in a.we : we must not 
dacsr to. cease doing thai which he would- 
have us, withoHl. ceasing en^ogrediife. 
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2. The Lord perjeveres in atteiiHinr 
and oncouragintf ; tlieieibro we should 
persevere in praying. His eye is con- 
tmualJy upon hts people. Kye, and ear, 
and heart, and hand are all opeu ; and if 
we open our innuthn wide, we shall be 
filled. Psalm Ixxxi. 10. 

3. The Lord is as worthy to be sooghi 
unto still, as sought to at all ; therefore 
we should continue in seeking him.-— 
Though our expectation from other things 
be never so high, yet upon trial we shall 
discover their etnptinesa and vanity ; bul 
the more wo know God, and the greater 
experience we have of him, the more we 
shall behold his fulness, and how good it 
is to draw near to him. l«rael went antra/ 
afler other lovers, but found her mistake^ 
and resolves to turn to her first husband, 
for then it was best with her. Uos. ii. 7. 
God's service is such as no fault at all is 
really to be found therein ; and therefore 
to leave that service, is very unreasona- 
ble. 

4. We are far from attaining all that 
is attainable by prayer Clearer diaeov- 
eiies there may be of God-> there may 
be much larger commumcalioaB of ffra|^ 
*<-thf re nay be mote of peao* anajoy ;» 
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therefore it concerns us to wait on the 
Lord still, and not to grow weary of our 
attending. 

5. This present world is full of enemies 
and snares; therefore we should continu- 
ally have recoarse to the God of all grace, 
that grace may be proportioned to our 
work, and to our danger. The woi Id is 
evil ; and the evil one is very active to 
draw us to evil ; and he has a strong and 
numerous party within our own souls 
even all the remainders of corruption. 
Surely unless we persevere in prayer, 
and thereby engage him for ue, " who is 
able to to keep us from falling, and to 
present us faultless before the presence 
of his glory with exceeding j'>y," Jude 
24. we shall not persevere to the end 
and be saved. Tho applications follows. 
Use I.— Of Reproof, which belongs, 
1. To them who pray in a lime of dis- 
tress and affliction ; but after that is re- 
moved, and their slavish fear allayed, they 
quickly give over. Thus the children of 
Israel, *' when God slew them, then I hey 
sought him ; they returned and inquired 
early after God, they remembeied that 
pd was their Rock, and the hish God 
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teased smiting, thoy ceased eryin|f.; 
they flattered with their ton^aes, and 
were nnstedlaalin his covenant/* Pdalin 
Ixxviii. 34 — 37. This la the way to have 
affliction quickly return aj^ain, and that 
with more of gall and wormwood ; or to 
have spiritual judgments, which are a 
great deal wor^e, snnceed temporal imes. 

2. Reproof belopgs to them that pray 
for a little while, while the conviction is 
fresh and strong ; and the exhortation to 
this duty in stiil sounding in their ears. 
But by decrees the conviction wears (iff, 
and the exhortation is forgottun ; und 
then, Oht how do their hearts depart 
from Gud, and what a task, and tedioiM 
thing is prayer to them ! But thoae forQ* 
going convict ons will very much aggr4« 
Tate their «f\er omisMons; tliese ouiis- 
■ions, having been given ,w«iy to, pMpe* 
(;ialiy at first, with much violtmce ofieiod 
to Uieir own consciences ; and resisting 
the Uoly Qhost, ,who strives .to wabe 
them persevere -in sMpplication. 

3. Reproof heloDgs ,to ^fvitates^that 
some while i made a gre&t prc^fs^iim, a^ 
none more ibrwarp ,to ,pray Ihan %hmj.i 
|»ai.|vho aaipr liav« thrown off thie ,^|pd 
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Mraj either bjr a proikne, or by an erro' 
neoaa spirit. 

Many are carried away by a proftne 
■pirit ; and baling restrained prayer even 
restraining grace is taken from them. 
They run out to all excess of riot ; they 
•re abominahly vicious, intemperate, un- 
elean, unrighteous; they declare to ail 
that seven unclean spirits are entered in- 
to them ; and that their last end is likelj 
to prove worse than their beginning. They 
once indeed did know the holy command- 
ment ; but are now turned from it ; and 
IS happened to them according to the 
proverb, " The dosr is turned to his own 
Tomit again, and the sow that vrtta wash- 
ed, to her wallowing in the mire,*' 2 Pet. 
u. '21,22, 

Many are carried away from prayer 
by an erroneous spirit. These not only 
break the Lord*s commands, but persuade 
theraselves they do well in it, and endea- 
vor to draw others to the like transgres- 
sion ; and hereby their guilt and danger 
is the greater. Every one that speaks 
against prayer, or any other ordinance oi 
Oirist, as be strikes at Christ's authori- 
iy^ who is King of the church, so he is 
^Msivedy and made oat ofl^ the 4e?U to 
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injnre souls, by drawing them away from 
G'>d and their duty. But ii miy he ob- 
jected, thatlho apostlchimself says, Col. 
li. 20. '* Why aio yo siihjcct to ordi- 
nances ?'' I answer, the 2liit verse ful- 
lowing, shows what ordinances the apos* 
tie speaks of, viz. the ceremonial ordi- 
nances 4 "Touch not, taste not, handle 
not.*' He is not to*^ bo understood con- 
cerning the ordinances of Christ's insti- 
tution ; f>r in tiiis very epistle, he does 
command th^it the " Word of God should 
dwell richly in them ;'* and that they sin^ 
psulius with {rrdce in tiieir he>irt8 to the 
Lord; and that they should continue in 
prayor. 

4. Reproof belongs to tliom that limit 
God, and c<mclude, if they are not heard 
presently, that they shall never be an- 
swered ; and so in effect say, Why should 
we seek the Lord any longer ^ Vile and 
sinful creatures should not be so quick 
with God. What though we tarry some 
time before we have the ^race and com- 
fort we bog ; if it comes at last, is not the 
Lord gracious to a wondor ? Besides, 
the Lord knows when it is fittest to an- 
swer prayer; therefore it becomes us 
patiently to wait, for liis rightly timing 
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of his benefits is not the smallest part of 
the>ii. 

U**o 2. Of Direction ; how you may 
persevere in prayer. 

1. \*.e exceedinv jealous and afraid 
vrlu-nevnr you find deadness and forinaU 
ity seizing upon you. You know not 
whether it may grcjw. The progonstic 
siffnsof an approaching di;»lfMU|>er eas>ly 
persuade you to take prevcuting medi- 
cine. . O when you find your honrts out 
of order, fear, and go to your physician 
to heal your hearts, and reduce theui to 
the ritrht praying frame. 

2. Take heed of quenching the Spirit. 
Let your ears be open to hear what he 
say« to the cburchesi, Rev. ii Dchver 
%ip yourselves wholly unto the Spirit's 
conduct and guidance ^ be led to him, 
from what ways, and in what wnys he 
pleases. «lsft he will be grieved and with- 
draw ; and if he does so, alas, your helper 
will be g«)ne, and youf infinnitius will 
hind«r your pcTboverunre in pray«i • 

3. Be sensible that all your prayivs 
wiJI lie lost, if now yuu should totaUy*and 
finally give oyer. That rJ^hteuusness 
WiJI be reekoned as noae at all ; thai is. 

>ii«tJ4H» litMB inorjiinf «ipB4, ana A» ih» 
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early dew that vanishes away. Pray on, 
therefore, that all may not b^ in vain. 

4. Labor to be acquainted with the 
•weetncss of prayer, that you may have 
experience of those quicRcninjrs. thodo 
enlargements, tiioso supports, those rav« 
ishingdehghls that the saints have found 
sometimes in prayer, and then you will 
like the duty so well, that you wiil not 
easily be drawn off fmni it. 

5. Depend upon him th;it ifives power 
to the faint, and increases strength in 
them that liUve no might. He fiiintn not, 
neither is he weary, and he alone can 
keep you from beintr weary in well-doing. 
As he only can help you whttn you cry, 
BO he alone can help you to hold on in 
crying. 

6 Chcor up yourselves with thjs con- 
sideration, iharif you pei severe in pray- 
er but a little while longer, in heaven all 
youi prayers will be fully answered, ite- 
i.iember, that if prayer lastj as long as 
time lasts, time will quickly be succiscded 
by eternity, and prayer will end in ever* 
ksttini; piaises. So much then, for iho 
fiflli doc nine. 



182 



SUPPLICATION FOR ALL SAINTS. 

The sixth and lost doctrine is this — 
Our spirits must be su public, as to bup- 
plicate I'ur all saints as well as l4>r tnir- 
selves ; therefore the apostie adds in the 
text, '■' and suppiicution tor all suinls." 

Here I shall tirst shuw what Kuints the 
a post.e speaks ot; und, secondly, why we 
slionld play igr them all ; and thbii give 
you the uses. 

Firsly Wiiat saints the apostle speaks 
of. I'he saints are of two sorts ; trium- 
phant in heaven — militant on earth. 

1. Triumphant in heaven ; and these 
do not need our prayers. We need not 

{>ray that they may be eased ot their 
oads, turlheir bui dens are removed, and 
they arc enteied into perfect rest. We 
need not pray that God would manifest 
himscU to them, ior they see him as he 
is, and not as here, in a glass darkly ; nor 
that they iimy be fr*'ed trom soirow, and 
defended from enemies, tor their joy is 
full, all tears aie wiped away, and they 
are past all danger: »' They are made 
pillars in the heavenly temple, and the? 
Bhail go no moto out," JEUv. iii. 12. Ia 
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all the Bible we find not ono petition for 
dtipirlcd saioits. Thuy are witii liie 
L iiiil>, crowned ahovc, and are ubovo uur 
lupplicttiond. 

2. Mililaiil saints on earth; and of 
the;»u llio text speaks, and to thesu the 
words aru to be continod ; and truly all 
i>f lh;;:iu claim a share iu our supphca* 
tions. 

1. We are to pray for siints of all na* 
tions. Prayer may reach thum, tiiou^rh 
never so far; and tlie God we pray tu is 
acqiiainled with every saint in pariicular 
thruurhoul the universe ; He knows wiiat 
they all vvant| and how to supply all their 
needs. 

2. We are to pray for saints of all per- 
•uasions, as lou^ as they hold the head, 
and are dear to Christ, notwithslandin;{ 
their ditfcsrence fruni us in opinion. 
Surely, notwithitandinir this difference, 
they should be upon our hearts to desira 
thotr good. On that there were lest 
«|U4rrellin^ and disputation, and moro 
prayinif and supplication one for another ! 
and this would bo a great means to unite, 
aiid to heal our breaches. 

3< We are to pray for saints of all con* 
4itioH9| bi^U ttud low, rich and poor, bond 



IM tbrrvtcATion rom 

and free, male and female. Every saint 
U a JKwel. and a jewel is not to he con- 
Irniiied, though it lie upon a dunghill. 
The nit-aiiesl saints are precious in the 
Lif>rd's eyes, and we should have regard 
to them. 

*Mu: reasons why our supplications 
should lio for ail yaniTB are thes»e : — 

1. Because of their relation to God. 
They are all his child reu, and he has 
the love of a Father to theiu ; nay, he is 
a thousand times more full of sifTection 
than f-artlily painnis can ho If God love 
theiu, we should, and sh.tw our love hy 
our wishing their gr.i>d ; especially con- 
•ideiintr |io.\' much the honor of God is 
concerned in ihem, and how nuich his 
name is gloiificd in their preservation. 
, 2. BeCTusc of their rehilion to our Loid 
JesuK. Sliould not we pray f t them, 
since Christ dit-d for thrni? Me bought 
theui with the price (>f his nwn bloocJ, nnd 
they are all espnuNttu to hinj ; n:iy, they 
are his memhers ; those for whom he ever 
lives to msikc in'eircssinn. Siui*ly then 
we uNo should irili icfcle in Ihfir hfh;ilf. 

'^. Wc should priiv for all sriints, be- 
cause ot our rulutiun one to another. We 
tte «U bei^tten by the same seed, we ara 
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ill members one of another ; " so we be- 
in or many, are one body in Christ, and 
everyone members one of another/' Rom. 
xii. 5. We are all animated by the same 
Spirit, one of whose principal fruits is 
love ; and Iova should be expressed in 
prayer. Finally, we are alt beiis to the 
snmt! inheritance. Oh how importunate 
siiould we be, thai we may all come safe- 
ly thither' 

4, We shtmld pray for all sainis, be- 
cause all are engaged in the same war, 
and are wrnstlinur with the same enemies. 
We should beg, therwforc, ihat all may be 
kept from tho evil of the world : tliat Sa- 
tan nipy be trod under the feet ot alt; . 
tliMt sin may be subdued in all ; and that 
all miy at last be made more than con- 
querors. 

5. All saint:^ are carryingr on the same 
de.siirn ; the gh»ry of (i a, and the ad- 
vancement of the kingdom piid irterest 
ofi hri.st ; we jih'iuld help one another 
by prayer, and tins great end may be at- 
tained. 

li:«H 1. Of consolation Sitints hnvo 
more prnyers ffouig f»r them tlian iliey 
are aware of. Those that ycm never saw. 
nor fhftll lee in this world, aro concerned 
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for yoa, and are desiring that you mny 
have lliat grace and btrengtli winch you 
need, considering llie ditricully of your 
work, and yoi:r many adversaries. As 
every one bliould pray ior all, »o all are 
praying lor every one ', and Uiis is mat- 
ter of great encouragement. 

Use 2. Of reproof to those that are of 
a selHsh spirit, who are all for theu>elvc8» 
but Zion they h>okuot alter. '1 hese have 
neither love to Christ nor l« their own 
souls upon a right footins(. if they loved 
the Head, they would be solicitous lor 
the wellare of the body ; and il they tru- 
ly desire the good of their own souls, 
they would have pity on the souls of oth- 
ers that are of equal value. 

U3o3. Of exhortation. Be more fre- 
quent and fervent in praying for all the 
saints. This will be a great argument 
tiiat you are indeed meuibers of the body 
of Christ, when all y<.ur kUow-meuibers 
are l««ved ; when you feel their sor^owp, 
auid are concerned for their welfare. 

1. Pray for the saints' unity, that they 
may be knit together in lovtt ; their beau- 
ty lies much in their agreement, and 
thtiir strength in their being united. But 
if a hQUS9 or kin^Edom be divided, diyisiea 
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has a tendency to destruction. Christ 
prayed that his disciples '* might be one,*' 
as tiiat which would servo veiy much to 
Convince Iho worid that God had sent 
him. For the divisions oi saints is not 
tho least cause oi prevaihng inhdelityi 
and of men s questioning the very truth 
of Chrisliiinity. 

2. Fray for the saints' purity, that the 
Church may be more and more clean^iiedi 
and cuntoruied to the holy doctriueot the 
gospel, and like her holy Head the Lord 
JesuH. 

3. Fray for the saints' prosperity, espe- 
cially fof those glorious and peaceable 
times after antichrist's ruin, and the call- 
ing home of the Jews, when the kingdoms 
of'\he world shall, becomo the kingdoms 
of the Lord and of his Christ. 

4. Pray tor the saints' increase ; and ia 
thus doing you are kind unto the world. 
Beg that the prince of darkness may lose, 
and that Christ may gain more and more 
subjects oyery day, and that out of the 
quarry of mankind more may be taken 
to be made living stones in the Lord's 
temple. 

5. Fray for the saint's support under 
all oppressions, for their perseverance to 
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the end ; and that the Lord Jesus wodM 
hasten his second appearing, when all his 
church shall be triumphant, when devils 
and the reprobate world shall be confined 
to hell, and all I he elect sh'ill join togeth- 
er in shoulintr forth hallelujahs unto him 
that sits upon the thronCi and to the 
Lamb lorever. 

Thus have I finished this argument of 
Prayer. What are now your resolutii-ns? 
Shall there be prayerless f»milies still, or 
any ptranaers unto secret duty, nutwilh- 
standing all that has been spoken ? May 
pardon, and jrrace,Jind life, and saltation 
be all obtained for asking! and will you 
not do thus much ? will you neither be 
earnest for others nor for your ownselves? 
Shall none of the directions that have 
been given bo followed .'' Shall all the 
arguments that have been used be uu- 
auccessful ? 

O 'I'hou that commandest and hearest 
prayer ! O Tliou that helpcst thy peo- 
ple to pray ! pour out the spirit cf grace 
and supplication ; that thy throne of 
grsice may be surrounded with suppli- 
cunti*, that there may be a great flockuig 
to the mercy -seat, and grace may be ioi- 



r 



ALL SAIHTS. 189 

parted abundantly to thy own glory, 
thrniigh Jesiia Christ the great High 
Priest, wiio is passed inlo the heaven:*, 
arid is at ihy right hand forever. Amen. 
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